
1

The Women's Chamber of Commerce  
of Palm Beach County, Inc. 

 

THE CONNECTION 

Volume 14, Issue 9  -  March,  2009 
 

In This Issue  

Foundation News  

Giraffe Awards  

New Members  

Speed Networking Luncheon 
Pics- 26/26/2009  

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
CHAMBER LEADERS 

  
OFFICERS  
  
Theresa LePore, President  
  
Jane C. Bloom, 1st Vice President 
Ink & Toner USA 
  
Linda L. Long, 2nd Vice President 
PBC Tax Collector's Office  
  
Karen Wiser, Secretary  
Solutions Human Resources  
  
Suzanne Turner, Immediate Past 
President  
YWCA of Palm Beach County, Inc.  
  
  

DIRECTORS 
  
Lexye Aversa  
Professional Touch International  
  
Catherine Callan 
Heart Gallery/Guardian Ad Litem 
  
Kimberly Deveney 
U & Me Information Management & 
Destruction 
  
Judy L. Dickinson  
ADT Championship 
  
Sherrie Goldsmith  
The Sunshine Approach 
  
Judy Jacobs  
JuJu Designs  
  
Julie Kelly  
Orion Bank  
  
Sandra Kaplan  

Dear Barbara, 
 
 
Our 14th Annual Giraffe Awards honoring Women's History Month 
will be held on March 25th.  Our exciting speaker this year is 
Colleen Barrett, the President Emeritus of Southwest Airlines. 
  
We have five finalists whose Nomination Forms are currently 
being reviewed by our judges.  We would like to thank Linda 
Bozzuto (Marketing Director for TD Bank), Linda Long (PBC Tax 
Collector's Office), Fred Meltzer (Hoffman's Chocolate), Honorable 
Gerri Muoio (WPB City Commissioner), and Pamela Swensen 
(Executive Women's Golf Association) for being our judges this year. 
  
Our finalists are: 

• Sarah Alsofrom - Gunster Yoakley Law Firm 
• Dr. Barbara Krantz - The Hanley Center 
• Mary Catherine (M.C.) Madigan - PBC Fire Rescue District Chief 
• Julie Swindler - Families First of PB 
• Judith Warren - Child & Family Connections 

What a great group of women!  We look forward to honoring all of them on March 25th 
and hearing which one has been chosen to receive the Giraffe Award! 
  
Have you volunteered to help out at the Event?  Have you reserved your Exhibitor 
Table?  Have you sent in a donation for the Chinese Auction?  And, most importantly, 
HAVE YOU MADE YOUR RESERVATION YET?  If not, why not take care of that 
TODAY! 
  
Our Chamber is successful due to you...and I know that you will continue to support 
us! 
  
I look forward to seeing you at the Giraffe Awards (if not before!)! 
  
As always, if you have any comments, ideas, thoughts and/or suggestions, please 
share them with me...REMEMBER...this is YOUR Chamber! 
Sincerely, 
  

Theresa 
Theresa LePore, President 
The Women's Chamber of Commerce of Palm Beach County, Inc. 
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~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
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LEADERS 
  
OFFICERS  
  
Sandra Kaplan, Chair  
Bravo KB, Inc.  
  
Jennifer L. Rodriguez, Vice-Chair 
First Souhern Bank  
  
Wendy Vaniglia, Treasurer 
Custom Photo Books  
  
DIRECTORS  
  
Judy Jacobs  
JuJu Designs 
  
Linda L. Long 
PBC Tax Collector's Office 
  
Margaret Montalvo, Esq. 
Margaret Montalvo, Esquire 
  
Huntley Miller 
Dale Carnegie  
  
Barbara Benson Wymer 
Benson Protocol  
  
ADVISORY BOARD  
  
Helena Dobbs-Eadie  
Shoebox Bookkeeping Services 
  

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
SAVE THE DATE! 

  
03/03 @ 5:30 pm 

WCF Board Meeting  
@ Bravo KB 

  
03/09 @ 5:30 pm 

WCC Board Meeting 
@ WCC Office 

  
03/10 @ 5:30 pm 

WHM/Giraffe Comm Mtg 
@ WCC Office 

  
03/11 @ 7:30 am 

Cafe con Leche with the 
Hispanic Chamber @ Nick 

------------------------------------------------------------  

WOMEN'S CHAMBER 
FOUNDATION 

  
by Sandra Kaplan, Chair 

 

Everyone that attended enjoyed our February Lunch and Learn Program.  The 
food was delightful and the presentation most informative.  We always make 
time for our networking! 
  
On February 28th, the Chairs of our Scholarship Luncheon, Helena Dobbs-Edie 
and Margaret Montalvo, held their first Committee meeting.  The next scheduled 
meeting is Wednesday, March 18, 2009 at 9:00 a.m. at Bravo KB, Inc., 1860 Old 
Okeechobee Road, Suite 506, W.P.B.  If you are interested in joining the 
Committee, please contact either Margaret Montalvo 
(mfmontalvo@comcast.net) or Helena Dobbs-Edie 
(shoeboxservices@bellsouth.net).  This is a wonderful and rewarding 
committee.  Please get involved!!! 
  
The next WCF Event will be on Saturday, April 18, 2009 from 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 
p.m., at The Chesterfield Hotel in Palm Beach.  It will be an "Afternoon Tea", also 
called "High Tea".  Our own Barbara Benson Wymer, of Benson Protocol, will 
present our Program, "Fun with Tea Etiquette". 
  
We never get tired of hearing how many of you are enjoying our Scholarship 
Cookbook, "Succulent Selections for Scholarships".  The cookbooks are 
available at the Chamber Office, First Southern Bank, Bravo KB, Inc., and on 
both the Foundation's website (www.womenschamberfoundation.org) and the 
Chamber's website (www.womenschamber.biz)  We will be happy to ship the 
cookbooks for a nominal fee...see the websites for more information.  Please 
remember that all proceeds of the sale of our cookbook go to our 2009 
Scholarship Awards. 
  
Talking about Scholarship Awards, this year's Scholarship Luncheon will be held 
at the KravisCenter on Thursday, June 11, 2009 at 11:30 a.m.  The guest 
speaker will be Kathleen Anderson, Associate Professor of English at Palm 
BeachAtlanticUniversity.  Save The Date!! 
  
If you have any questions or suggestions, please always feel free to contact me 
at (561) 688-0048 or you may go to 
www.womenschamberfoundation.org. 
Looking forward to seeing you at the next 
WCC and WCF Events. 
  
Fondly, 
  
 

 
Sandra 
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& Johnnies, Palm Beach 
  

03/18 @ 9:00 am 
WCF Scholarship 

Luncheon Comm Mtg 
@ Bravo KB 

  
03/18 @ 12:30 pm 

WHM/Giraffe Comm Mtg 
@ WCC Office 

  
03/25 @ 5:30 pm 
Giraffe Awards 
@ WPB Marriott 

  
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

COMMITTEE 
MEMBERS 
NEEDED! 

  
The following WCC 
Committees need 

members...why not join a 
Committee today!  

  
Ambassadors 

Communications 
Fashion Show 

Finance Foundation 
Fund Development 

Giraffe Awards 
Governmental Affairs 

Nominating Networking 
Programs 

Women's Expo 
  

Contact the Women's Chamber Office 
for more Information! 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

 

  
Gold Partner 

   
  
  

Corporate Partners  
  
 
  
 
  
 
  
 
  

WOMEN MEAN 
BUSINESS! 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
A SPECIAL "THANK 

YOU" TO OUR 

-------------------------------------------------

-----------  
  
   
14th Annual 

Giraffe Awards  
   
  

March 25, 2009 
  

Keynote Speaker  

Colleen Barrett  
President Emeritus of  
Southwest Airlines   

  
Please join us as we celebrate  

Women's History Month  
And honor women who 

"stick their necks out"   
  

5:30 pm - 7:00 pm:  Cocktail Reception, 
Chinese Auction & Walk of Fame 

  
7:00:  Dinner & Awards Ceremony 

  
West Palm Beach Marriott 

1001 Okeechobee Boulevard 
   

Sponsorship and Expo Opportunities Available 
For  more information, please contact the 

Women's Chamber Office at 
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JANUARY 
DRAWING 
DONORS: 

  
Sandra Kaplan  
Bravo KB Inc 

  
Laura Boynton King 

  
Theresa LePore 

  
Huntley Miller 

  
Tatiana Parra 

Costco 
  

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
  

DRAWING ITEMS 
NEEDED FOR WCC 

EVENTS 
  

Promote your Business and 
receive recognition from the 

podium and in the WCC 
Newsletter!  

  
Call the WCC Office for more 

details. 
(561) 684-4523 

 

(561) 684-4523 or  

www.womenschamber.biz 
   

  
  

  

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
WELCOME  

NEW MEMBERS 
  
Ms. Evelyn Looney                                    Ms. Elaine Scola 
A3 Associates Int., Inc.                            Affordable Insurance Superstore 
8144 Okeechobee Boulevard                    2161 Palm Beach Lakes Blvd 
Suite B                                                      Suite 311 
West Palm Beach, FL  33411                    West Palm Beach, FL  33409 
(561) 533-5303                                          (561) 588-8838 
evelyn@associatesstaffing.com                  Elaine@affordableinsurancesuperstore.com 
  
Ms. Vicki Wilson                                          Ms. Angela Wing-Allen 
Executive Women's Golf Assoc.               Gratitude House, Inc. 
4300 South US Highway 1                         1700 North Dixie Highway, #101 
Jupiter, FL  33407                                      West Palm Beach, FL  33407 
(772) 349-2349                                           (561) 833-6826 
vicla@bellsouth.net                                    angelaw@gratitudehouse.org 
  
Ms. Arlene Brenner                                     Ms. Melainey Gunning 
Indian River Travel                                    Mary Kay Cosmetics 
11951 US Highway 1                                  1 Chapel Circle 
North Palm  Beach, FL  33414                   Tequesta, FL  33469 
(561) 626-6110                                           (772) 341-4523 
Arlene@indianrivertravel.com                     mgunning@marykay.com 
  
Ms. Jessica Lifshitz                                      Ms. Maura Curran 
McDonald Hopkins LLC                             McDonald Hopkins LLC 
505 South Flagler Drive                             505 South Flagler Drive 
Suite 300                                                   Suite 300 
West Palm Beach, FL  33401                     West Palm Beach, FL  33401 
(561) 472-2121                                          (561) 472-2121 
jlifshitz@mcdonaldhopkins.com                  mcurran@mcdonaldhopkins.com 
  
Ms. Elizabeth Ynigo                                   Ms. Maria Alexa-Guevara 
McDonald Hopkins LLC                            McDonald Hopkins LLC 
505 South Flagler Drive                             505 South Flagler Drive 
Suite 300                                                   Suite 500 
West Palm Beach, FL  33401                     West Palm Beach, FL  33401 
(561) 472-2121                                           (561) 472-2121 
eynigo@mcdonaldhopkins.com                  aguevara@mcdonaldhopkins.com 
  
Ms. Julie Kelly                                            Ms. Pamela M. Obando 
Orion Bank                                                 Taverna Opa 
605 North Olive Avenue                             700 S. Rosemary Avenue 
West Palm Beach, FL  33401                     CityPlace 2nd Level 
(561) 653-5039                                           West Palm Beach, FL  33401 
julie.kelly@orionbank.com                          (561) 820-0002 
                                                                    intiqa@yahoo.com 
  
Mr. Lirim Jakobi                                           Ms. Janelle Dowley 
Taverna Opa                                               Two Men & A Truck 
700 S. Rosemary Avenue                            4439 Westroads Drive 
CityPlace 2nd Level                                    West Palm Beach, FL  33407 
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West Palm Beach, FL  33401                     (561) 845-7373 
(561) 820-0002                                          janelleedo182@us.twomen.com      
Lirimjakobi@opapalmbech.com 
  
Ms. Heidi Clark                                           Ms. Lauren Kraft 
Ocean Properties                                      N. Spa @ Delray Beach Marriott 
1001 East Ocean Drive                              10 N. Ocean Boulevard 
Delray Beach, FL  33483                           Delray Beach, FL  33483 
(561) 274-2332                                          (561) 278-8111 
heidi.clrk@oblhotels.com                           Lauren.kraft@marriott.com 
  
Ms. Claudia Kirk-Barto                                Ms. Renee Plevy 
Lupus Foundation                                     Renee Plevy Studio 
75 NE 18th Avenue                                   145 Yacht Club Way #309 
Delray Beach, FL  33483                           Hypoluxo, FL  33462 
(561) 279-8606                                          (561) 302-1380 
Claudia_barto@lupusfl.org                        renee@reneeplevy.com 
  

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

Speed Networking Luncheon

February 26, 2009 
Airport Hilton 
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