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United Way of Broward County 

Commission on Substance Abuse 

 

A Message from the Vice President 
 
Dear Friends & Colleagues, 

In the following pages, you will find a review of the Commission’s work over the course of what 
can be dubbed a very successful year.  What cannot be truly realized, as you read through this 
year’s report, is the amount of time and effort of so many people to ensure these successes.  
Over 9500 volunteers hours were logged by our Board of Governors, Task Force members, 
Broward Youth Coalition members and other partners - all with a passion to create a healthy 
and drug free community.  Over the last 11 years, I have and continue to serve along-side fantas-
tic staff who are truly inspiring and who I consider “heroes of the heart”.  Thank you for continu-
ing to share the journey with us – through both the good and challenging times.  Since coming 
into the position as Vice-President of the Commission over the last few months, I have learned 
much however, one thing I always knew was that your support, guidance and dedication would 
hold firm and it has – thank you.  I look forward to continuing to serve with you as we work 
towards a healthy and drug-free Broward County!  

     Our team is made up of 
a combination of United 
Way staff, consultants, sub-
contracted providers and 
volunteers. Thank you for 
all you do! 

Shahara Jaghoo Chris Checke Angela Ventura 

A Message from the President & CEO 
     With your support, the Commission continues to play an integral role in effecting com-
munitywide change in the area of substance abuse at the local, state and national levels.  Some 
of our greatest gains have been realized through the impact we’ve made on people’s lives 
through effective prevention programming and services.  Emphasizing leadership and respon-
sible decision-making, we have truly made a positive impact on lives of children and families in 
our community, giving individuals a future free of substance abuse, and full of promise.  Thank 
you to our community partners for your continued dedication and support for this very im-
portant work. 

Jennifer O’Flannery Anderson 

Pat Castillo 
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     It was with both sadness and joy that we saw two of our valued colleagues leave 
the Commission this year to serve with two other organizations in Broward 
County.  Both Joel and Joe proved to be passionate advocates for youth, and lead-
ers among leaders for creating sustainable, meaningful change in our local commu-
nities thus impacting the overall county.   
 

     It is an understatement that both have been missed within the Commission and 
United Way overall, however we know that as their journey continues, the horizon 
is bright and in our hearts, we wish them the very, very best! 

 

Joe Toliver, MBA 
Director Grants Administration &  

Community Mobilization 

Joel Kaufman, Ph.D. 
Vice President &  

Executive Director 
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Board of Governors 
2009‐2010 

Headly Darlington 

Anthony Davis 

Margaret Decambre 

Ray Diaz 

Anita Fain Taylor 

Paul Faulk 

David Fawcett 

Raymond Ferrero 

David Freedman 

Larry Gierer 

Tim Gillette 

Jim Hall 

Bernie Kemp 

Andrew Klein 

Chair - Tammy Tucker 

Vice Chair - Tim Gillette 

Treasurer - Anita Fain Taylor 
 

Frank Adderley 

Susan Aramony 

Maureen Barrett 

Marcia Beach  

Karen Beam 

Rhonda Bohs 

Michael Brannon 

Alfred Campbell 

David Choate 

Paul Daly 

Pat Kramer 

Brenda LaVar 

Alan Levy 

Lisa McElhaney 

Barbara McGrath 

Mike McKinney 

Rudy Morel 

Charles Morton 

Ann Murray 

Oscar Negron 

Amalio Nieves 

Carmine Pecoraro 

Joshua Perper 

Cynthia Peterson 

Gisele Pollack 

Carmen Puentes-Croye 

Jon Quinton 

Jose Rada 

Larry Rein 

Junia Robinson 

Christina Spudeas 

Sallie Stephens 

Teri Stockham 

Charles Stuart 

Sam Subramani 

Tammy Tucker 

Norma Wagner 

 

     This year the Board was pleased to host some distinguished guests.  Bruce Grant, Director of Florida’s Of-
fice of Drug Control, shared Florida’s drug control policy and explained what it means to our community.  
Mark Fontaine, Executive Director of Florida Alcohol & Drug Abuse Association, gave a recap of the 2010 Leg-
islative Session.  Gil Kerlikowske, Director of the Office of National Drug Control Policy, met with the Board 
seeking input regarding President Barack Obama's drug-control strategy. 
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UWBCCSA at a Glance 

21 years of convening the Broward County community regarding sub-
stance use/abuse issues. 
 
20 years of directing the Edward Byrne Memorial/JAG Grant funds for 
Broward County substance abuse prevention, intervention, treatment and 
law enforcement programs and services. 
 
19 years of providing Youth Leadership Training Institute where youth de-
velops leadership skills and substance abuse education, learning to keep 
their schools and communities safe and drug-free. 
 
12 years of providing drug epidemiological data to the community, which 
became the model for the state of Florida. 
 
10 years of coordinating and overseeing Guiding Good Choices, a sub-
stance abuse prevention program for parents. 
 
7 years of mentoring neighborhood drug-free coalitions. 
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Major Substance Abuse Problems  
Impacting Broward County, Florida 

 

 
     The illegal, nonmedical abuse of prescription medications continues to be the most deadly 
drug problem in both Broward County and across the state of Florida.   The number of le-
thal overdoses for 5 different prescription opioid pain relievers have more than 
doubled between 2003 and 2009. 
 

     Broward County had more prescription drugs detected among deceased per-
sons in 2009 than any other county in Florida. 
 

     The percent of high school students reporting current (any past 30-day) marijuana 
use increased nationally, across Florida, and in Broward County between 2007 and 
2009. The results of the 2009 Youth Risk Behavior Surveillance Survey reveal that Broward 
County students reported the sharpest increase from 17 percent in 2007 to 23.7 
percent in 2009. 
 

     Rates of 8 different delinquent behaviors among Broward County middle 
school students were significantly higher for those students who also reported any 
marijuana use within the past month.  The behaviors included having carried a handgun, 
attempting to steal a motor vehicle, being arrested, carrying a handgun to school, suspended 
from school, attacked someone with the intent to hurt them, been drunk or “high” at school, 
or sold illegal drugs. 
 

     The past year has seen the appearance of several new synthetic drugs sold online or as not 
yet illegal drugs in retail outlets. Products include synthetic cannabinoids (or fake marijuana) 
and drugs sold as “Ecstasy” including BZP and Mephedrone.  Many of these new substances 
appear to be from China and other Asian countries, and often appear first in Europe, Australia, 
or New Zealand. 



7 

     The Byrne/JAG Grant Program, created by the Anti-Drug Abuse Act of 1988, places emphasis on drug-related crime, violent 
crime, and serious offenders, as well as multi-jurisdictional and interstate efforts to support national drug control priorities. The 
Byrne/JAG Grant Program falls under the jurisdiction of the Florida Department of Law Enforcement (FDLE), Office of Criminal 
Justice Grants which directs the money to each county in the state. The distribution to the counties is based on a combination 
of population and crime statistics.  
     UWBCCSA is the lead agency in Broward County for the Edward Byrne Jag Memorial grant funding.  UWBCCSA on aver-
age directs close to $1 million each year into the Broward County community for substance use/abuse prevention, treatment 
and enforcement efforts.  UWBBCSA directs to community based providers who, in turn, provide services for youth advocates.   

Byrne/JAG 
The Edward Byrne Memorial Justice Assistance Grant 

 

Byrne/JAG Stimulus Grant  Recipients  
2009 – 2010 

1. Students Against Violence & Drug Abuse - ASPIRA, Inc. 
2. Victim Advocate Program - Coconut Creek Police Dept. 
3. Special Victim Project - BSO 
4. Day Reporting & Reentry Program - BSO  
5. Outpatient Therapy Program - The Starting Place Inc.      
6. PACE Girls - PACE Center for Girls Broward    
7. STOP THE CYCLE - Susan B. Anthony         
8. Helping Families Succeed - Church of Brotherly Love 
9. Drug Free Youth in Town - DFYIT 
10. Broward Youth Coalition - UWBCCSA 
11. Operation Crystal Blues - City of Fort Lauderdale 
12. Domestic Violence - City of Miramar Police 
13. New DAY Program - Memorial Healthcare 
14. Operation Turn Around - Memorial Healthcare 
15. Youth FORCE - Memorial Healthcare 
16. Planning, Evaluation and Technology Improvement Grant -UWBCCSA 
17. Phoenix in Florida - Keystone Halls, Inc. 
18. Project Second Chance - BSO 
19. Resiliency Project - BSO 
20. Operation Medicine Cabinet - BSO 

Byrne/JAG Countywide Grant Recipients  
2009 – 2010 

1. True Lies - City of Lauderdale Lakes 
2. STARS - The Starting Place, Inc. 
3. Helping Families in the South - Church of Brotherly Love 
4. PEPS - Mental Health Association of Broward County, Inc. 
5. Victim Advocate Program - Coconut Creek Police Dept. 
6. Continuing Care - Susan B. Anthony Center, Inc. 
7. Drug Free Youth in Town - DFYIT 
8. Operation Last Call lll - Fort Lauderdale Police Department 
9. Students Against Violence and Drug Abuse - ASPIRA, Inc. 
10. Our Hearts’ Song - Church of Brotherly Love 
11. Broward Youth Coalition - Broward Sheriff’s Office 
12. Day Reporting and Reentry Program - BSO 
13. Planning, Evaluation & Technology Improvement - UWBCCSA 
 

Grants Administration 
The Byrne/JAG Grant County-wide program  
funded about $830,000 to 13 organizations.   

 
The Byrne/JAG Stimulus grant program  

funded over $3.4 million to 20 organizations. 

Funding 
Over the past 20 years  

$32 million has been invested  

TO EMPOWER OUR  
DIVERSE COMMUNITY TO  

LIVE HEALTHY & DRUG FREE. 
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Year at a Glance 
Highlights of the 2009-2010 Fiscal Year 

January Safe Festival Training:  14 people attended the training and 8 participated in the Kiss “Chili Cook-Off 
Festival” assessment. 

March Operation Medicine Cabinet Begins 

Extreme Makeover Beautification Project: Several dozen volunteers gathered at a Lauderdale Lakes 
home to put the finishing touches on a badly needed home makeover for David and Gerda Snyder. 

May  Expressions Through the Eyes of Youth: gave 70 students a platform to express their feelings about 
peer pressure, teen-stigmas, drug abuse, gang violence, alcohol abuse, successes, failures, and low self-
esteem through art.  Over 400 people attended an end of the year performance at Nova Southeastern 
University. 
 

Recovery and Resiliency “Across the Lifespan and Across Cultures Conference”:  66 atten-
dees, with 19 presenters. 

June South Florida Media Leaders Luncheon:  There were over 130 attendees from Miami-Dade and 
Broward counties.  Attendees represented a myriad of organizations and individuals working in the fields 
of substance abuse.  Over 30 media leaders attended from CBS TV 4, FOX TV 7, ABC TV 10, Univision 
23, Miami Herald, Clear Channel Radio and WSFR Haitian Radio.  The media support was almost 
$400,000 with an investment of only $51,998. 

July Youth Training Leadership Institute: had 89 in attendance: 13 Adult Leaders, 16 returning Youth 
Leaders and 60 new participants. 

September Family Day “A Day to Eat With Your Family”: Almost 800 people ate with their families at local 
Family Day events.  Memorial Hospital fed over 150.  North Broward Coalition fed over 200.   
ASPIRA fed over 125.  YMCA fed over 200.  North West Broward Coalition fed over 160. 

November Substance Abuse Prevention Competition: 2000 youth from public middle schools across the 
county participated in this online educational forum to address tobacco use.  9 winners were awarded 
from 6th, 7th and 8th grades. 
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     The United Way of Broward County Commission on Substance Abuse 
recognizes the power of youth as key leaders who can make long lasting sig-
nificant change in their communities.  The Broward Youth Coalition (BYC) is 
a group of over 50 high school drug-free youth leaders representing all areas 
of the local community.  This cadre of youth leaders come together on a 
monthly basis to create, develop and put into action positive, social change 
activities as it relates to underage drinking, substance use/abuse & other inter-
related issues. 

Initiatives 

     The Recovery & Resiliency Across the Lifespan and Across Cultures 
Conference has been successfully planned and implemented for the past 5 
years. The goal of the conference is to increase and promote an under-
standing of positive recovery across the developmental lifespan; facilitate 
dialogue between consumers and professionals specializing in working 
with specific cultures and/or parts of the lifecycle, and reduce stigma and 
barriers to recovery. 
 

The Youth Leadership Training Institute 
 had 89 in attendance, 13 Adult Leaders, 16 Youth 

Leaders with 60 new participants. 
 

6240 Volunteer hours were logged for BYC this 

Youth Training Initiative:  Broward Youth Coalition (BYC) 

“Empowering Youth Leaders to Advance Social Change to  
Promote Healthy Drug-Free Communities” 

Adult Training Initiatives 

The Recovery & Resiliency Conference had 66 attendees. 
 
UWBCCSA, working with its partners, reached its goal of over 
20,000 exposures, through a contract with the Florida Council 
on Compulsive Gambling. 

Community & Family Enrichment Initiatives 
• Parenting/Caregiver/Family Initiatives:  The GGC Consortium served approximately 900 parents, family mem-

bers and caregivers. 
• e-Initiatives:  www.drugfree.org had 66,305 visits. 
• DCF Contract Management & Compliance:  98.5% was scored on the 2009 DCF Licensing 
• The Commission served almost 8,000 participants through Prevention Services and Prevention Programs  
• The Commission disseminated over 16,000 informational materials throughout the community.  

Over 300 Volunteer hours were logged 
for Recovery & Resiliency this year. 
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     Promoting Retailer’s Education Program (PREP) 
is a merchant education training program that edu-
cates staff and owners to be responsible vendors.  It 
helps to ensure their compliance with State of Flor-
ida regulations regarding the sale of alcohol & to-
bacco to underage persons.  
 

• 150 Businesses in Oakland Park received the infor-
mation on a new local ordinance requiring training as 
part of their alcohol license permit. 

• 35 trainers, statewide, were trained in PREP and in 
turn are ready to train vendors/servers in their local 
communities across the state. 

     The United Way of Broward County Commission on Substance Abuse is a catalyst and convener for addressing substance 
use/abuse issues in the county, regionally and across the state of Florida.  The following are the task forces currently coordi-
nated by the Commission: 

Task Force to Address Underage Drinking 

     In 2002, UWBCCSA created the Task Force to Address Underage 
Drinking to respond to the concerns of the community due to the 
continued increases in youth alcohol rates and their corresponding 
risk factor indicators.  The Task Force to Address Underage Drinking 
is an interdisciplinary group comprised of energetic individuals from 
different walks of life including parents, law enforcement, social ser-
vices, the school district, health providers, and other organizations.  

Reducing Alcohol Use/Abuse by Children & Youth Under 21 

     The Prescription Drug Abuse Task Force began in 2002, driven by data indicating a serious 
community concern. Dedicated community members of this task force include individuals from 
our community, such as parents and youth, as well as those from the fields of medicine, research, 
prevention, pharmaceutical drug companies, pharmacies, coalitions, public health, law enforce-
ment, judiciary, legislative, and education. 

Prescription Drug Abuse Task Force 
A forum that empowers dedicated community members to take  
action about non-medical use/abuse of prescription medication. 

Over 500 hours of volunteer time was 
spent on Underage Drinking this year. 

Almost 300 hours of volunteer time was 
spent on RX Drug Abuse this year. 

Emerging Issues Task Force 

     The Emerging Issues Task Force is a dynamic group of community advocates, law enforcement, community leaders, private 
citizens, and healthcare professionals dedicated to addressing substance use/abuse trends that emerge in our community.  The 
task force addresses community level change through community surveillance, information sharing, and prevention initiatives, 
while helping to focus community resources for prevention, enforcement, intervention, treatment, and recovery. 

Almost 100 hours of volunteer time was 
logged on Emerging Issues this year. 

Meth & Men South Florida 
     Meth & Men South Florida, now in its 2rd year, is transitioning toward a commu-
nity health and wellness approach.  Originally a working committee of the South Flor-
ida Methamphetamine Task Force and lead by UWBCCSA, M&M is now affiliated 
with Sunserve, South Florida’s LGBT social service agency. M&M members are com-
mitted to collaboratively working with all persons and agencies to further the devel-
opment of supports for gay men with concerns about health. 

Over 240 hours of volunteer time 
was spent on Meth & Men this year. 

Task Forces 
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 The mission of the Center for the Study and Prevention of Substance Abuse (Center) is to provide the 
community and the Broward County Commission on Substance Abuse with information for action using the tools of 
public health epidemiology to track patterns and trends of alcohol and other drug use and related consequences in 
South Florida.  
 The Center for the Study and Prevention of Substance Abuse publishes reports of its findings including: 

• Semi-Annual Reports on Indicators of Drug Abuse in Broward County 

• Annual Report on Prescription Drug Misuse and Abuse in Florida 

• Broward Briefings providing alerts to local emerging substance abuse issues 

 The Center is an active participant in the National Community Epidemiology Work Group.  Florida’s State 
Epidemiology Work Group and serves as a consultant for the Organization of American States. It provides needed 
assessment data and information for the Commission’s Board of Governors and its Task Forces.  In the past year it 
has assisted in the development of the Commission’s Comprehensive Community Prevention Plan for Broward 
County. 
 The Center disseminates its research findings to national, state, and local print and broadcast media.  It has 
provided trainings and workshops for numerous community organizations including Broward County Public 
Schools, the Children’s Services Council, the Broward County Grand Jury, the Broward Chief’s of Police, PACE 
School for Girls, the Starting Place, Nova Southeastern University and other institutions of higher education.    

Drug Alerts 
Center for the Study & Prevention of Substance Abuse 

     FIU’s Robert Stempel College of Public Health and Social Work is committed to recognizing outstanding South Floridians 
who are working to improve and maintain the health of the community. As a result, FIU honored the Paths of Public Health 
Awards recipients on April 6, 2010.  Our very own Jim Hall was nominated and recognized:   

Epidemiology and Disease Surveillance: James Hall, Center for the Study and Prevention of Substance Abuse 
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When we reach out a hand  
to one, we influence  
the condition of all.   

 ~ Going Green ~ 
This year we started our “Green” initiative. We will no longer be handing out minutes and presentations at the board 
meetings.  All documentation will be available electronically.  Secondly, we were able to recycle 155 t-shirts from old 
inactive initiatives by donating them to children of Guatemala.  Other green initiatives are in the works. 

      The United Way of Broward County Commission on Substance Abuse (UWBCCSA) is a broad based drug-free 
coalition dedicated to preventing as well as reducing substance use/abuse and all its devastating consequences on indi-
viduals, families and communities.  UWBCCSA began in 1988 during the height of the crack cocaine epidemic that 
was sweeping south Florida and the nation at large.  Today, its primary role is to serve as a coalition-building organi-
zation that brokers partnerships between federal, state and local agencies to foster, develop and enhance integrated 
efforts throughout Broward County for effective ways to address the issue of substance use/abuse. 

United Way of Broward County Commission on Substance Abuse 

Mission:  To empower our diverse community to Live Healthy & Drug Free. 

Vision:  To be the nation's most influential, respected, and compassionate leader in addressing substance use and abuse issues.  


