
 
 

United Way of Broward County Commission on Substance Abuse and  
Broward County Public Schools Present Results of the  

2014 Florida Youth Substance Abuse Survey 
 

Four out of five youth in Broward County choose to be alcohol and drug free  

 
Fort Lauderdale, Fla. (March 3, 2015) – The 2014 Florida Youth Substance Abuse Survey (FYSAS) reveals 
the continued decline in alcohol and cigarette use among Broward County youth. The survey was 
conducted last spring by the Florida Department of Children and Families, and involved more than 1,800 
Broward County students to compare results from the last 14 years.   
 
Jim Hall, epidemiologist at the Center for Applied Research on Substance Use at Nova Southeastern 
University, on behalf of United Way of Broward County Commission on Substance Abuse; and Amalio 
Nieves, director, Diversity, Prevention & Intervention for Broward County Public Schools (BCPS), 
presented the survey’s findings at the March 3, 2015, Broward County School Board meeting.  
 
Results concluded that nearly 10 percent of middle school students and 23.6 percent of high school 
students reported any use of alcohol in the past 30 days. These 2014 rates are nearly half of what they 
were in the year 2000. 
 

 The most recent findings indicate more than 80 percent of Broward County students are not 
current alcohol users.  Broward County alone saw a decline in current alcohol use among 
middle school and high school students from 33 % in 2000 to 17.8% in 2014, with the sharpest 
decreases occurring since 2010. 

 

 The prevalence of current cigarette use declined nearly 15 percentage points among Broward 
County high school students from 18.7 percent in 2000 to 4 percent in 2014.  
 

 Likewise, cigarette use from Broward County middle school students fell from 8.1 percent in 
2000 to one percent in 2014.  

 
These trends parallel and surpassed declines reported across all of Florida over the past decade.  (The 
total decline representing counties statewide went from 31.2 % in 2002 to 20.5 % in 2014.) The 
Department of Children and Families estimated an annual economic cost of underage drinking of 
$258.7 million for just Broward County in 2009. Therefore, the decline of substance usage creates a 
savings of an estimated $54 million for local taxpayers.  
 
“There have been major developments in the past 14 years,” said Kathleen Cannon, President & CEO of 
United Way of Broward County. “Our work isn’t finished until we have eradicated substance abuse 
among the youth in Broward County.”  
 
The results are indicative of the continued collaborative efforts led by United Way of Broward County 
Commission on Substance Abuse and the BCPS Department of Diversity, Prevention and Intervention in 
partnership with 35 agencies empowering youth to choose to be free from alcohol and other drugs. 



United Way of Broward County’s Commission on Substance Abuse has been the lead agency 
coordinating numerous community partners applying multiple strategies to reduce underage drinking.  
 
Programs that are believed to have contributed to this decline include the Florida’s Partnership for 
Success initiative to reduce underage drinking among middle school and high school students in five 
Florida counties. Among the efforts of Partnership for Success are programs, policies, practices, social 
norms marketing and environmental strategies including school-based strategies such as “Project Brain,” 
a brain health “Social Norms” campaign empowering youth to prevent or reduce alcohol consumption. 
 
“The goal is to provide our students with opportunities to develop positive behaviors as the foundation 
for achieving academic success in drug and violence free environments,” said Broward Schools 
Superintendent Robert W. Runcie. “We must support and nurture social skills necessary for our 
students’ future success.”  
 

Additional efforts include the “Above the Influence March and Rally” that comprises year-round 
prevention strategies modelled after the national campaign designed to celebrate students making the 
right decisions – to resist peer pressure, avoid violence and steer away from drugs.  
 
Other contributing factors to the decline of substance abuse can be attributed to the variety of pro-
social clubs made up of school students with a common interest that provides them an opportunity to 
engage in positive interaction and activity outside the classroom. Clubs include SWAT (Students Working 
Against Tobacco), BYC (Broward Youth Coalition), and SADD (Students Against Destructive Decisions).  
 
The Florida Youth Substance Abuse Survey is a collaborative effort between the Florida Departments of 
Health, Education, Children and Families, and Juvenile Justice. The survey was first administered to 
Florida's middle and high school students during the 1999-2000 school year and is repeated annually 
statewide in the Spring with county-level results reported in even-numbered years. 
 
About United Way of Broward Commission on Substance Abuse 
Celebrating its 25th year in the community, United Way of Broward County Commission on Substance 
Abuse (UWBCCSA) is a broad-based substance use/abuse coalition dedicated to empowering its diverse 
community to live healthy and drug-free. Its primary role is to serve as a coalition-building organization 
that brokers partnerships between federal, state and local agencies to foster, develop and enhance 
integrated counter-drug efforts throughout Broward County and to search for innovative and effective 
ways to address the issue of substance use/abuse. United Way of Broward County’s Commission on 
Substance Abuse has been the lead agency in applying multiple strategies to reduce underage drinking, 
Like UWBCCSA on Facebook at www.facebook.com/uwbccsa.   
 
About Broward County Public Schools 
Broward County Public Schools (BCPS) is the sixth largest public school system in the United States and 
the second largest in the state of Florida. BCPS is Florida’s first fully accredited school system since 1962. 
BCPS has over 260,000 students and approximately 175,000 adult students in 238 schools, centers and 
technical colleges, and 99 charter schools. BCPS serves a diverse student population. Students are from 
204 different countries and speak 135 different languages. For more information about BCPS, visit 
browardschools.com, follow us on Twitter @Browardschools, like us on Facebook at 
facebook.com/browardschools, and download the free BCPS mobile app. 
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