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Congresswoman Frederica Wilson awards thousands of dollars in college scholarships to South Florida students
Although they had never
laid eyes upon one another, six
college students, who gathered
in Congresswoman Frederica
Wilson’s District 24 Congressional office on Aug. 21, 2012,
were on the same quest and
had the same goal- continuing
their education- but how?
Some are the first in their
families to ever attend college;
some, come from single parent
households; and some are the
children of immigrants struggling to survive.
“I see this time and time again, young men and women
who want to go to college but

can’t, because they can’t afford
to do so, “ says Congresswomen
Wilson.
But their fears and concerns
were quickly put to rest. Congresswoman Wilson presented
each student with a $1600 scholarships on behalf of the Congressional Black Caucus Foundation of the Congressional
Black Caucus which is made up
of Black members of the United
States Congress.
Although linked with the
Congressional Black Caucus
(CBC), the Congressional Black
Caucus Foundation is a separate nonprofit group that runs

programs in education, healthcare and economic development.
Congresswoman Wilson
gave out at total of $10,000 in
scholarships to the students.
“Education is the key to success;
it can unlock many doors for
deserving young men and
woman, and allow them to live
out their dreams,” says Congresswoman Wilson.
Congresswoman Wilson is a
lifelong advocate of children
and education. She is also the
founder of the 5000 Role Models
of Excellence Project, which provides mentorship and schoL to r: Theresa Eugene, Carla Forges, Silvia Cius, accepting
on behalf of Clauden Louis, Congresswoman Frederica
Wilson, Jacques Wilson and Khaleelah Ladson.
(Photo by Ed Haynes)
larships to at-risk boys in
Miami-Dade Public Schools.
“As a former school principal
I know the need for programs
like this and the positive impact
they can have on a student’s
life,” said the Congresswoman.
Founded in 1976, the Congressional Black Caucus Foundation has helped thousands
of students struggling financi-

ally to achieve their dreams of
furthering their education.
“Although I do receive some
financial assistance from my financial aid office at school,
every year I have to scramble
to figure out how I am going to
pay the balance on my school
bill. There have been times
where I have been close to being
kicked out of school financially

Rhoda Glasco Snead Collins has passed on
(Cont'd from FP)
During this period the country was engaged in World War
II. The music teacher at her
home elementary school was
drafted by the military for a
period of three years. This vacancy was offered to Rhoda and
she accepted. Consequently, she
found herself working with the
person who had been her principal when she was in school and
with five teachers who had
taught her.
At the end of the three year
period, Rhoda resolved to enlarge her horizons and relocated
from West Chester. Mrs. Collins
accepted a position as choral
director and music department
head at Edward Waters College
in Jacksonville, Florida.
From Edward Waters
College, she came to Fort Lauderdale, where she taught at
Dillard High School for 24
years.She taught English during her first two years at Dillard.
She held the position as head of
the Music Department during
her remaining 22 years.
The Dillard choruses were
active in the community and
throughout the State of Florida.
In competition at county and
state festivals, the Dillard soloist
ensemble and choruses received
many Superior ratings during
the mid-60s. The Dillard
choruses travelled to North and
South Carolina where they performed at Johnson C. Smith
University in Charlotte and Allen University in Columbia.
Their travels also included Nassau, Bahamas. Every Christmas and Easter they participated in the early morning service at Sweeting Estate in Fort
Lauderdale.

During the final 10 years
before her official retirement in
1981,she worked in the same
capacity at Nova Middle School
with emphasis on the choral
groups. From 1977-1992, she
continued working with the
Broward County School Board
directing and accompanying the
Dillard Adult Choral. This
group was composed of former
students, former co-workers
and members of the community
who shared the love of music.
The repertoire ranged from
sacred music to secular, classic
to contemporary and folk music,
and original spirituals, to
Broadway tunes and jazz. The
Chorale participated yearly at
the Bethune-Cookman Col-lege
Music Festival in Daytona
Beach.
In 1986, she spent a semester as Director of Choral
Music at Everglades Middle
School (now William E. Dandy
Middle School).
Over a period of years Rhoda
was church organist/choir
director at St. Christopher
Episcopal, Mt. Hermon A.M.E.
and at St. John Methodist
churches. Eventually she landed in the same capacity at
Episcopal Church of the Intercession where she served as the
organist and choir director for
25 years. She taught piano
lessons to students and adults
in the community for more than
50 years. Many of the lessons
were provided at no charge.
Mrs. Rhoda Snead Collins
has been the recipient of many
honors,certificates, plaques and
awards. Her most highly cherished honors are the dedication
of a doctoral thesis at Cornell

and where I thought I would
have to leave,” says Theresa
Eugene, a senior at the University of Massachusetts Amherst, who is seeking a Bachelor’s Degree of Individual Concentration in Arts Management
and Social Entrepreneurship.
For Khaleelah Ladson, a
junior at Florida State University, who is seeking a Bachelor’s
Degree in the Fine Arts Acting
Program, it has also been an
uphill battle to stay in school.
“As the tuition rates rise here
at Florida State, the money I
had saved for school, (in addition
to the grants I have), are nearly
depleted. I can only take a few
classes this semester because
the average 3-credit course costs
up to $558. I also have to pay
for food, books, my house utility
bills and healthcare necessities,”
says Ladson.
Paying for college has been
huge burden for these financially strapped students, but one
lifted, at least, for this semester, thanks to the CBCF Scholarships.
(Read full story on
www.thewestsidegazette.com)
University by Dr. Horace A.
Judson (Dillard 1959), currently the President of Knoxville
College, Knoxville, Tennessee,
and the music scholarship
instituted by the Dillard High
School Class of 1960.
Over 50 years ago, she was
initiated into the Zeta Rho
Omega Chapter of Alpha Kappa
Alpha Sorority, Incorporated
where she served many years
as musician for the Chapter and
its numerous community programs.
Mrs. Collins was predeceased in death by her parents, her siblings (Clarence
Glasco, Jr. and Wayne T. Glasco) and her husband, Rev.
Joseph P. Collins. She leaves to
cherish her memories:her
namesake and niece, Rhoda
Glasco Foderingham; her niece
Patricia Glasco West (Richard);
sister-in-law Lillian P. Glasco;
her step-children Joseph Collins, Jr., Thomas Collins (Katie),
Ronald Collins (Rosie), Rachel
V. Drew (Vernon) and Ruby I.
Black (Charles); and many extended family and friends.
In lieu of flowers, the family
is requesting that donations be
made to the RGSC Scholarship.
Contributions should be made
payable to Dillard High School/
RGSC Scholarship and mailed
to Dillard High School, 2501
N.W. 11 St., Fort Lauderdale,
Fla., 33311 Attn: Bookkeeper.
Viewing: Thursday, Sept.
6, 2012 5 to 7 p.m. Roy Mizell&
Kurtz Funeral Home Chapel,
1305 Northwest Sixth St. (Sistrunk Boulevard), Fort Lauderdale, Fla. Memorial Service:
Immediately following the
viewing. Interment: Private
Graveside Services (Family
only), Friday, Sept. 7, 2012

