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Meth Myth Offers Prevention Opportunity
Recent local reports of “Strawberry Meth” are most likely a

continuation of an urban legend spreading in the US West and South
that the highly potent stimulant, methamphetamine, is being laced with
a popular strawberry flavored powder to make it more appealing to
kids. However, scattered reports of “pink meth” elsewhere have been
linked to the red dye, Glotell, promoted as a deterrent to
methamphetamine production. When combined with a key precursor,
Gotell will stain hands, clothing, and individuals that come in contact
with it for up to 3 days. It is being added to the tanks of farm anhydrous
ammonia to discourage theft of the anhydrous as the tanks sit in the
fields. The dye is heat stable and remains throughout the meth lab
process, to color the end product pink.

While the “strawberry” may not be the threat, methamphetamine
certainly is! Most abuse of methamphetamine in Broward County has
been recorded among young adults and adults. However, a new
vector for introducing methamphetamine to younger populations is its
use in illicit “ecstasy” pills. The combination of the active drug in
“ecstasy,” MDMA, and methamphetamine has been increasing over
the past two years. A Ft. Lauderdale Police arrest this year involved
70 “ecstasy” tablets that contained only methamphetamine.

To learn more about methamphetamine visit the website,
www.stopmethinflorida.org The Tool Kit at the website has brochures,
posters, PowerPoint presentations, and other prevention resources.

The pink in this
methamphetamine is
more likely a dye to deter
clandestine labs rather
than a strawberry flavor
to attract young kids.


