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United Way of Broward County Commission on Substance Abuse 
“To Empower Our Diverse Community to Live Healthy and Drug-Free” 

 
Minutes 

Thursday, June 10, 2010 - 7:55 a.m. 
Board of Governors Meeting 

 
Chair: Dr. Tammy Tucker               Vice Chair: Lt. Col. Tim Gillette            Secretary/Treasurer: Anita Fain Taylor 

 
 
Present:  Maureen Barrett, Marcia Beach, Carol Mitchell, Alfred Campbell, David Choate, Paul Daly, 
Ray Diaz, Paul Faulk, Anita Fain Taylor, Raymond G. Ferrero, Larry Gierer, Tim Gillette, Brenda LaVar, 
Anthony Davis, Lisa McElhaney, Rudy Morel, Amalio Nieves, Ralph Page, Gisele Pollack, Larry Rein, 
Christina Spudeas, Teri Stockham, Charles Stuart, Sam Subramani, Tammy Tucker, Carol Mitchell & 
Norma Wagner 
 
Absent & Excused: Frank Adderley, Susan Aramony, Rhonda Bohs, Michael Brannon, Headley 
Darlington, Margaret Decambre, David Fawcett, David Freedman, Jim Hall, Bernie Kemp, Andrew 
Klein,  Barbara McGrath, Mike McKinney, Ann Murray,  Carmine Pecoraro, Jr., Joshua Perper, Cynthia 
Peterson, Carmen Puentes-Croye, Jon Quinton, Jose Rada & Junia Jeantilus-Robinson 
 
Staff: Howard Bakalar, Pat Castillo, Chris Checke, & Dawnna Patterson 
 
Guests:  Bruce Grant, Frank Gurucharri, Len Lerretz & Michael Huet 
 
 

Summary of Topics Discussed/Actions Taken 
 
Agenda Item #1:  Welcome & Self-Introductions 
 
Agenda Item #2:  Chair, Dr. Tammy Tucker: Opening Remarks 
 
Agenda Item #3:  Approval of May Minutes 
Dr. Tucker asked for a motion to accept the minutes. There were two corrections noted, before they 
were approved by unanimous vote. 

i. Anthony Davis was in attendance last month and not absent as previously reported. 
ii. Carol Mitchell and Karen Beam’s representative is the same person. 

 
Agenda Item #4:  Florida’s Drug Control Strategy:   “What does it mean for our community?” 
Special Guest – Mr. Bruce Grant, Director, Florida’s Office of Drug Control 
 
The strategy of the Florida Office of Drug Control is based on prevention, treatment and law 
enforcement.  The Office of Drug Control tries to balance those.  It mirrors very closely to the national 
strategy. All of those elements are needed, and then some.   
 

 Prevention is the key to the drug control strategy, keeping youth from starting before it becomes 
a problem and they end up in the criminal system or in treatment.  The 1st priority is underage 
drinking, followed very closely by prescription drugs, then marijuana.  It may look a little different 
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in Broward County, but that’s how it looks statewide.  Florida’s Office of Drug Control is looking 
to strengthen Prevention Coalitions.  It has been a priority in the past years and it continues to 
be one of the main efforts of the Office of Drug Control.  The state of Florida, along with the rest 
of the country, is losing the “Safe and Drug Free Schools and Community” money in September, 
2010.  The state of Florida is losing $14 million that normally goes towards prevention.  That’s 
$11 million from the schools and the rest from the coalitions.  When critical people are lost, they 
take other jobs, go on to other things and all their efforts are lost.  Sometimes, in the schools, 
it’s one person who coordinates prevention initiatives.   When that person goes away, the 
initiatives go away, because most people in the schools focus on tests and the FCAT.  Mr. 
Grant indicated that he has been working with the Department of Education, Governor Crist, 
ONDCP and Washington however it doesn’t look like it will be restored.   
 
The Youth Substance Abuse Survey this year had great results, but there still is a problem, 
especially with the 18-25 age group.  The State-wide results show small increases in marijuana, 
a little higher uptake in prescription drugs, and a little more increase in binge drinking and 
tobacco.  The biggest issue is prescription drugs followed by marijuana.  When there are 
national coalitions pushing towards the legalization and the normalization of medical marijuana, 
it is often reflected in the youth drug use.  If the youth sees a “softening in attitudes” around a 
certain drug, they assume it is ok and not harmful, that’s when we see an increase in the usage. 

 
 Treatment - The challenge is to find a sustaining funding stream to fund the drug courts over 

time.   The good news, this year, is that the state received almost $20 million to expand drug 
courts in nine circuits around the state.  There will be more clients in drug court and there 
should be more successes.  The ODC continues to push the use of evidence based practices in 
treatment.  The treatment budget should be looked at holistically.  Currently, the state looks at 
treatment budget for DCF in one stove-pipe, the Department of Corrections in another and 
Juvenile Justice in another. 
 

 Law Enforcement continues to goes well.  The biggest push is in the prescription drug area.  
The Sheriff’s office and the DEA are working hard to crack down on pill mills and prescription 
drug abuse.  There are operations in Tampa and Orlando.  Last week they announced a 
number of arrests.   

 
Prescription drugs are the number one drug problem and killer in South Florida.  It is the number one 
consumer of law enforcement resources and it is also consuming the medical community to a certain 
degree.  The state put together a task force of key stakeholders and in January the group came up with 
suggestions and recommendations that made it ways into law this past May.   
 
The “Pill Mill Bill” was a product of law enforcement, Florida’s Office of Drug Control, DOH and others 
including this coalition.  It will give the Department of Health legal authority to shut clinics down.  It also 
allows looking at patient records.  It also strengthened the Prescription Drug Monitoring Program 
(PDMP).  It provides for “alerts” to law enforcement and to medical authorities on both doctor shoppers 
that are looking for pills and for the doctors who are routinely overprescribing.   
 
The PDMP is going to be in place this December.  It will be able to capture the data of prescriptions that 
are dispensed.  These are medication schedules 2-4 which are pain management drugs to Zanax.  
There will be a record of what drugs doctors are prescribing and a record of what drugs patients have 
been prescribed.  It protects privacy and patients.  If a patient doesn’t remember what they are taking 
the PDMP will help make sure that they are not prescribed something that will conflict.  There are pain 
clinics moving away from Florida, because they see the PDMP coming.  The PDMP is going to cost 
about $450,000 every year, which is a very small amount of Florida’s budget.  There are federal grants 
and some private funding to fund the PDMP until next July.  Next year Florida’s Office of Drug Control 
will go back to the legislature and try to get this funded.  
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Agenda Item #5:  Special Recognition Presentation Mr. Bruce Grant  
Michael Huet, a student at McArthur High School, was presented with an Office of Drug Control 
Certificate of Appreciation and a small gift of thanks for his outstanding performance in producing the 
short film, “Alcohol Companies Want Your Kids”.  The film won 3rd prize for the Marin Institute’s “Free 
the Bowl 2010”.  Michael was one of only 7 students to receive this recognition in the nation.   
 
Agenda Item #6:  Task Force Reports 
 

1. Task Force to Address Underage Drinking: Larry Gierer  
 The Federal Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Professions selected Joanne 

Richter and Carol Houston to present a workshop at the 12th Annual National Enforcing 
Underage Drinking Laws Leadership Conference: Building Community Futures with 
Blueprints for Success in Anaheim, California this August.  Their workshop will be on 
“Promoting Retailers Education Program, (PREP).   

 An application has been sent out to present at the 2010 Florida Annual State-wide 
Prevention Conference, which will take place in Orlando in September/October.  If accepted, 
Joanne Richter and Carol Houston will present about PREP and Claudia Bailly would talk 
about the South Florida Media Campaign. 

 The PREP initiative has been included as a part of the Success Story Book – Success 
Stories for South Florida Coalitions, a publication of the Community Coalition Alliance, Inc. 

 The first PREP vendor training will be held on June 17 in Oakland Park.   
 The next Task Force to Address Underage Drinking meeting is on July 8.   

 
2. Prescription Drug Abuse Task Group: Lisa McElhaney  

 On Tuesday, Broward County passed a moratorium on the pain clinics that deal with 
unincorporated areas of Broward.  The task force will be moving forward to coordinate its 
efforts with all the cities within the county.  To do a unified effort on the moratoriums and the 
development of other county ordinances.  This is geared towards the businesses 
themselves. 

 NADDI developed a drug take back program called “Project Drug Drop”.  Within hours of a 
website going up, they were contacted by Walgreens (corporate office), who wanted to go 
national. It was decided that the focus would be a State-wide take back program.  This is not 
just about taking back the drugs, but about getting the information out to the parents. 

 The Partnership for Drug Free America wants to start a pilot in Fort Lauderdale.  
“Timetoact.drugfree.org” is a prevention initiative geared towards teens and their family 
members.  It is about addiction and early intervention. 

 There was a CME training held at Nova that included many physicians from the area on 
June 5th.  Many were general practitioners.  They are starting to realize that they are being 
watched and they are attempting to make amends.   

 The next Prescription Drug Abuse Task Group meeting is on Thursday, June 17th.   
 

3. Emerging Issues Task Group: Chris Checke for Dr. David Fawcett   
 The task force is working on two initiatives: 

i. “Marijuana for the 20th Century Training:  This is not your Grandmother’s pot.” 
ii. Advocacy legislation for anti-marijuana legalization 

 A local Channel 7 news piece was shown to the Board about K-2 and Spice, featuring Jim 
Hall.  The Board was informed that the chemical that mimics THC is sprayed onto the plant 
and the dangers are not fully known.   

 The next meeting is tomorrow (June 11) and occurs the last Friday of every month. 
 
Agenda Item #7:  Vice President Report - Commission on Substance Abuse Update   

 CANA TV, the French version of 60 Minutes, was here from Paris, France.  They interviewed 
Maureen Barrett and her son Todd.  They also went to Dr. Silverman’s clinic.  A DVD of that 
show will be shared with the Board. 
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 Expressions Through the Eyes of Youth was held on May 15.  There were almost 300 people in 
attendance.  It was a very powerful, moving interpretation from the youth on the issues and 
challenges they are facing today.  Some of these youth performed at the Anti-Violence summit 
the following week.    

 The Recovery and Resiliency Conference was held at Nova on May 21st and was a great 
success.   

 A grant writer has been hired to assist in the writing for the “CADCA Got Outcomes” due at the 
end of June.  The application is being written for the “Coalition of the Year” award category. 

 The Nominating committee is meeting Friday morning to gear up for the annual meeting to be 
held in September. 

 Mark Fontaine presented to the United Way’s Ambassadors.  It was suggested that Mark 
present at one of the United Way State meetings to encourage other United Ways in Florida, to 
follow the lead that Broward has taken in advocating for substance abuse prevention & 
treatment during next years’ legislative session.   

 
Agenda Item #8:  Adjournment @ 9:08am.   
 
 


