
 
 

United Way of Broward County Commission on Substance Abuse 
“To Empower Our Diverse Community to Live Healthy and Drug-Free” 

 
Minutes 

Thursday, April 8, 2010 - 7:47 a.m. 
Board of Governors Meeting 

 
Chair: Dr. Tammy Tucker          Vice Chair: Lt. Col. Tim Gillette          Secretary/Treasurer: Anita Fain Taylor 

 
 
Present:  Ms. Maureen Barrett, Judge Marcia Beach, Mr. Alfred Campbell, Mr. Paul Daly, Mr. Headley 
Darlington, Ms. Margaret Decambre, Mr. Paul Faulk, Ms. Anita Fain Taylor, Dr. David Fawcett, Mr. 
Larry Gierer, Lt. Col. Tim Gillette, Mr. Jim Hall, Mr. Bernie Kemp, Ms. Pat Kramer, Dr. Benda Lavar, 
Pastor Davis, Sgt. Lisa McElhaney, Ms. Barbara McGrath, Dr. Rudy Morel, Mr. Charles Morton Jr., Ms. 
Cynthia Peterson, Judge Gisele Pollak, Captain Carmen Puentes-Croye, Mr. Jose Rada, Mr. Larry 
Rein, Dr. Teri Stockham, Mr. Sam Subramani, Dr. Tammy Tucker & Ms. Norma Wagner  
 
 
Absent & Excused: Chief Frank Adderley, Judge Susan Aramony, Ms. Karen Beam, Dr. Rhonda 
Bohs, Dr. Michael  Brannon, Mr. David Choate, Mr. Ray Diaz, Mr. Raymond Ferrero III, Mr. David 
Freedman, Mr. Andrew Klein, Mr. Alan Levy, Lt. Mike McKinney, Ms. Ann Murray, Mr. Oscar Negron, 
Mr. Amalio Nieves, Mr. Ralph Page, Dr. Carmine Pecoraro Jr., Dr. Joshua Perper, Mr. Jon Quinton, Ms. 
Junia Jeantilus-Robinson & Ms. Christina Spudeas  
 
 
Staff: Ms. Pat Castillo, Mr. Chris Checke, Mr. Joe Toliver, Ms. Angela Ventura & Ms. Dawnna 

Patterson.  
 
Guests:  Ms. Veronica Andrew 
 

Summary of Topics Discussed/Actions Taken 
 
Agenda Item #1:  Welcome & Self-Introductions 
Dr. Tammy Tucker opened the meeting by welcoming everyone and asking for self-introductions. 
 
Agenda Item #2:  Chair, Dr. Tammy Tucker: Opening Remarks 
 
Agenda Item #3:  Approval of March Minutes 
Dr. Tucker asked for a motion to accept the minutes. The minutes were moved and approved by 
unanimous vote. 
 
Agenda Item #4:  Byrne/JAG Grant process: Lt. Colonel Tim Gillette, Broward Sheriff’s Office 
On March 9th the Byrne/JAG Grant Review Committee reviewed 29 applications and from that 14 were 
invited to attend the hearing on March 19th to respond to questions related to their projects.  After the 
hearing, 13 projects were recommended totaling $829,368.00.  This is the amount that was granted last 
year, but will be contingent on what FDLE awards this year.   
 
The Committee asked for a Vote to move the recommendations to the Broward County Commission.  
The motion for the 2010-2011 Byrne/JAG Review Committee recommendations was seconded and 
then unanimously passed. 
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Agenda Item #5:  Special Recognition Presentations – Dr. Tammy Tucker 
A certificate, from Bruce Grant, Director of the Florida Office of Drug Control, was presented to Lisa 
McElhaney.  
 
Agenda Item #6:  Presentation:  “Prescription Drug Diversion” – Ms. Barbara McGrath, DEA 
Ms. McGrath shared some slides and discussed the following points: 

 The nationwide surge of prescription drug abuse that we have seen over the last seven years 
has brought changes for those in the law enforcement and regulatory agencies all across the 
country, but nowhere more so then here in South Florida.  The initial baptism into this problem 
began in about 2003, when massive quantities of Hydrocodon and anti-anxiety drugs were 
being diverted to Florida pharmacies via the internet.  The Tampa Bay area was considered 
ground 0 for internet pharmacies.  Florida dominated the market nationwide with regards to 
internet pharmacies.  

 
 Almost 34 million Americans admit they used pain relievers for other than medical reasons.  The 

Center for Disease Control reported that more people die from prescription drugs then all illicit 
drugs combined.  In Florida, the situation is far more serious.  In the Jan-Jun 2009 report, it was 
stated that 86% who died of drug overdose were taking prescription drugs.   

 
 In Florida there are a high number of physicians that are registered with the DEA.  There are 

about 1 million in the U.S. with 6% of them here in Florida.  In order to dispense, administer or 
write prescriptions for a controlled substance, a physician must be registered with the DEA.   

 
 Reporting system:  DEA has a close system of distribution.  Drugs are tracked from the time 

they are manufactured to the distribution chain, doctors and pharmacies that dispense or write 
prescriptions for these drugs.  This information is collected from those DEA registrants who 
make the sale.  When any drugs are moved, the information must be documented.  Information 
is collected and manipulated in a variety of ways.  A report showed the top 100 physicians who 
wrote prescriptions for Oxycodon during the period of January - March 2009.  Out of theses 100 
physicians, only one was from out of the State of Florida (in Ohio) the rest were Florida 
physicians. 
 

 Pain Management clinics, aka “pill mills”:  There were 4 pain clinics in 2007.  Now there are 
about 180.  One of the challenges is that this is a lucrative business for doctors.  They are like 
“rent-a-docs”.  They move in and out of these places.  Prosecuting these places is very difficult.  
They are not acting like doctors.  The drugs they are dispensing are not for legitimate medical 
reasons.   

 
 People are selling these drugs on the streets.  In Florida, the street level prices are low, 

because they are easy to get.  Other states have a higher street value, because they have cut 
down on this and they are harder to get.  Texas and New Orleans, for example, require that the 
owner of the clinic is a physician with credentials.  Other places are not allowing doctors to 
distribute drugs at their facility. 

 
Agenda Item #7:  Task Force Reports 

a. Task Force to Address Underage Drinking: Mr. Larry Gierer 
• The South Florida Coalition Alliance for Underage Drinking collaboration between the 

Commission and the Miami Coalition is targeting the 2010 prom season through a 
media campaign.  The message is “Talk to your teens before the prom. They need 
you now more than ever” The media ads will run in May.   

• The Promoting Retailers Education Program or “PREP” - The trainers workshop took 
place on April 1st in Jacksonville.  Eight people attended the workshop from Alachua, 
Gainesville and the Nassau counties.  Other “Train the Trainers” are being scheduled 
before the end of June.   
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b. Prescription Drug Abuse Task Group: Sgt. Lisa McElhaney 

Sgt. McElhaney made the following points: 
 Several appointments have been made by the Broward County Commission to the 

Pain Management Clinic Task Force.  Pat Castillo and Lisa McElhaney have been 
appointed as well as four other individuals.  No date has set for the first meeting.   

 There are a lot of things that can be done locally.  One of the issues is the 
advertising in New Times and City Link.   99.9% of those ads have regulatory 
violations, but they are not being addressed.  It is something that can be addressed 
by the County Commission.  If we make it a revenue venture, we may be able to pull 
some funding and suggest to the county to actually address this issue.  The method 
of advertising dispensing pharmacies.  You cannot advertise dispensing onsite or 
any type of pharmacy initiative if you are not a licensed pharmacy and these 
dispensing docs are not licensed pharmacies.  Several of these issues were 
presented to the Office of Drug Control and they are looking at a major push to many 
of the dispensing practitioner’s licenses pulled.  
 

 The PDMP there are several things ongoing that are of major concern.   
 

1. The DSO (Direct Support Organization) is about 2 weeks away from setting 
up the financial website, where individuals can make donations through the 
website.  This will be shared immediately when the mechanism is in place.   
The legislation was worded so funding from the state of Florida would not be 
permitted for the PDMP program.  Therefore a direct support organization 
had to be set up to get funding through grants and private funding. 

2. There are some changes to House Bill 225, which is of a serious concern.  
There is a Health Care Appropriations Committee meeting tomorrow at 
8:00am.   This committee bill is sponsored by Representative Legg.  They’ve 
reworded and made a substitute to the bill.  It is requiring the Agency for 
Health Care Administration to contract with a multi-state electronic 
prescribing network to provide certain agencies with access to certain 
controlled substance information; requiring the Agency for Health Care 
Administration to adopt rules and seek grants and donations.  Electronic 
prescribing is where physicians can electronically write the prescriptions and 
transmit them to pharmacies.  One of the issues is that “Schedule 2” products 
cannot be legally electronically prescribed.  This is changing.  A mechanism 
that looks like a PDMP program, is trying to be set up, however but it doesn’t 
work like a PDMP program.  If this bill goes through, it will attack the 
approach of the PDMP and will attack any fiscal grants.  At this point in time, 
Board members were requested to flood them with emails and faxes with a 
request that HB225 accepts the language of Senator Fasano instead.   

 
 Prescription Drug Task force:  The toolkit is moving forward.  When the funding 

comes in it will be posted on the website.  The funding is coming from King 
Pharmaceuticals in the amount of $15,000.00. 

 
c. Emerging Issues Task Group: Jim Hall presented for Dr. David Fawcett 

Mr. Hall discussed the variety of new chemicals that are out there, many that are produced 
in Asia and are being marketed internationally via the internet.  One of the key problems is 
that most of the substances are not yet illegal in the U.S.  We reviewed the substances that 
might impact us here in South Florida.   
 
There are two categories of substances: 

1. Hallucinogens or stimulant type drugs that are being marketed as Ecstasy.   
2. Synthetic cannabinoids, which are the ingredients found in marijuana.   
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In Broward County, we are seeing the chemical stimulant BZP is being sold as Ecstasy.  
The synthetic cannabinoids are sold over the internet.  They can buy a lot of it and sell them 
as incense or bath salts in head shops.  Testing is an issue that has been identified.  We 
need the chemical standards to correct this.   

 
Agenda Item #8: Vice President Report – Pat Castillo 
Ms. Castillo made the following points: 

 A group of Board of Governors and Commission staff went to Miami on Tuesday, April 6th, to 
support Mr. Jim Hall as he was awarded the “Paths of Public Health” award for Epidemiology 
and Disease Surveillance from FIU.  One of the committee members said that the competition 
was very tough, however, because Jim is so well known here and across the state for his work 
extemporary work, he was chosen. 

 The Senior VP and VP went to Tallahassee to participate in the Behavior Health Days.   It was a 
great learning experience.  They had an afternoon of advocacy training the day before with the 
President of United Way of Florida giving an economic forecast of the State for the next few 
years.  It does not look good.  But, there are processes and ideas that they gave on how to talk 
to the legislature next year.   

 The next day they talked to Mark Fontaine of FAADA.  One of the things that she took back from 
that and something we need to think about and prepare for next year.  They purposely did not 
speak about “prevention”.  This year prevention was seen as “soft services” and “soft services” 
were being cut.  We need to reframe our message locally and across the state.  Prevention 
does have a cost associated with it and this is what you are saving.  We have those numbers in 
regards to underage drinking and adult drinking, but we need to get more.   

 There is a Recovery and Resilience conference at Nova University on Friday May 21st.  Carmel 
Cafiero, Channel 7, will be speaking and great workshops are being set up. 

 Our 2nd Annual South Florida Coalition Alliance Media luncheon will be held on June 10th in 
Miami.  The Director from the Office of Drug Control will join us for the board meeting that day 
then for the luncheon.  We have a lot of material to share and a lot of media to recognize. 

 The Department of Children and families have put together an ITN (Invitation to Negotiate) for 
substance abuse dollars locally in each of our circuits.  They are asking community coalitions to 
drive the process of developing the Community Comprehensive Action Plan.  We have done 
this with Underage Drinking and are walking through it with our Substance Abuse Prevention 
Community Partners.  This is a big endeavor that the Commission has taken on because they 
are bringing together the prevention providers that are being funded and going through the 
process for the first time.  The goal will be to turn the completed Comprehensive Community 
Action Plan over to the Department of Children and Families who will put it into the ITN and then 
put that back out to the industry for acceptance and for agencies to be invited to negotiate.  It is 
worth is about $2.1 million in Substance Abuse Prevention funding for Broward County.   
 

Agenda Item #10 Adjournment - The meeting was adjourned at 9: 05 a.m.  


