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United Way of Broward County Commission on Substance Abuse 
“To Empower Our Diverse Community to Live Healthy and Drug-Free” 

 
Board of Governors Meeting 

Thursday, March 10th, 2011 
United Way Board Room 
1300 S. Andrews Avenue 

 
MINUTES 

 
Chair:  Dr. Tammy Tucker           1st Vice Chair:  Lt. Col. Tim Gillette         2nd Vice Chair:  Dr. Rudy Morel 

 
Present:  Maureen Barrett, Rhonda Bohs, Anthony Davis, Anita Fain Taylor, Paul Faulk, Stephen 
Ferrante, Larry Gierer, Tim Gillette, Dave Golt, Jim Hall, Vanessa Hargray, Pat Kramer, Rudy Morel, 
Charles Morton, Amalio Nieves, Ralph Page, Carmine Pecoraro, Gisele Pollack, Carmen Puentes-
Croye, Jose Rada, Larry Rein, Tammy Tucker and Norma Wagner  
 
Absent & Excused:  Marcia Beach, Karen Beam, Michael Calderin, Daniel Castellanos, David 
Choate, Margaret DeCambre, Paul Daly, Ray Diaz, David Fawcett, Raymond Ferrero, David 
Freedman, Junia Jeantilus-Robinson, Bernie Kemp, Lisa McElhaney, Barbara McGrath, Ann Murray, 
Frank Ortis, Joshua Perper, Cynthia Peterson, Jon Quinton, Sanford Silverman, Christina Spudeas, 
Teri Stockman, Charles Stuart and Sam Subramani 
 
Staff:  Pat Castillo, Shahara Jaghoo, Chris Checke, Gonzalo Cadima, Angela Ventura, Dawnna 
Patterson and Nancy Vaniman 
 
Guests:  Frank Gurucharri, Tynne Hogan, Maria Valderrama &Sue Carrigan 
 
1. Welcome and Self Introductions 
 
2. Chair Opening Remarks:  Tammy Tucker  

a) With regards to the PDMP bill, Purdue Pharma said that they would put up the money to 
fund the PDMP.  Governor Scott rejected it, saying that years from now, Floridians will have 
to fund it.   

b) The February minutes have been changed and will be brought forward next month for 
approval, along with the March minutes.   

 
3. Byrne/JAG Report :  Anita Fain Taylor, Chair Byrne/JAG Review Committee 

For funding year 2010-2011, 8 of the 10 contracts have been received and routed to the 
appropriate agencies, when they are sent back, they will then go to Broward County for execution.    
Payment is expected between 2-4 weeks.  For funding year 2011-2012, the Byrne/JAG Review 
Committee met to review 23 applications.  There are three categories: (1) recommended for 
funding, (2) recommended for funding if funding is available and (3) not recommended.  The 
hearings for the second category will be held on March 18th with the committee’s final 
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recommendations to be brought before the Board, at the next meeting in April, for final approval.  
A special thank you to the Board of Governors and other Committee members was given for their 
hard work and a great job done overall. 
 
Pat Castillo – A good meeting, with Broward County, was held on how to go forward with new 
processes that can be put into place for Byrne/JAG 2011-2012.  The conversation about 
administrative costs and how to move forward is continuing.   

 
4. Presentation, “The Good Behavior Game” – A New Federal Grant:  Amalio Nieves & Tina Hogan 

 Amalio Nieves:  In September, Broward County Schools was fortunate enough to receive a 
grant from SAMHSA, in the amount of $100,000 for each of the next 5 years, to implement 
a strategy called The Good Behavior Game.  This grant is a part of a Nation-wide study, 
which hopes to replicate some of the results from a previous study.  This is a strategy 
decreases aggressive behavior in classrooms, as well as substance abuse and mental 
health disorders.  

 
 Tina Hogan:  This is part of Best Practices for teaching in the classroom.  The students 

didn’t respond well to the name “Good Behavior Game,” so it’s called PAX.  It was created 
by a teacher named Muriel Saunders and some researchers.  The teachers are getting 
great results.  There have been about 30 studies done on the results: 

o It creates an opportunity for students to bond with peers, practice positive skills, and 
be recognized and rewarded for doing so. 

o In Baltimore, 4 years later, the students were 35% less likely to be suspended & 
29% less likely to receive mental health services.  

o In Baltimore, 14 years after playing the game, there was a 50% lower rate of lifetime 
illicit drug use and 59% were less likely to smoke 10 or more cigarettes a day. 

 
The following 4 elementary schools were chosen, to participate in Broward:  

o Lauderdale Manors – 6 classes 
o Dillard Elementary – 5 classes 
o Rock Island – 6 classes 
o Martin Luther King – 3 classes 

 For more information, contact:  tynne.hogan@browardschools.com 
 

5. Presentation:  “Safe Festivals - An Environmental Approach to Reducing Underage Drinking”   
Sue Carrigan, Statewide Trainer 
This is a statewide initiative as one of the strategies to reduce underage drinking.  Community 
members and law enforcement go out and take a look at the festival to determine: what is the 
festival for, who attends, how it is advertised and how to stop the access of alcohol to underage 
persons. A big component of the environmental scan is public safety.  It is an effective way to start 
a communication within the community about how to organize a festival, with access to alcohol, 
but be responsible about it.  Some of the Task Force to Address Underage Drinking members as 
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well as some of the BYC students will be trained by Sue.  Then they will conduct their scan at the 
St. Patrick’s Day parade.  The goal is to have community members:   

a) Participate in the training  
b) Complete an environmental scan  
c) Create the report 
d) Deliver the report to the event organizers with recommendations on positive observations 

and challenges the committee can consider in its planning for next year. 
 

6. Task Force Reports: 
a. Task Force to Address Underage Drinking:  Larry Gierer 

 The current legislative session has two similar bills addressing the issues of open 
house parties.  Work is being done to match the language in the Senate version.  
The current law says that the person in control of a residence, who allows an open 
house party to take place, commits a second degree misdemeanor.  This bill 
amends the law to make the second or subsequent violation a 1st degree 
misdemeanor.  Any violation that results in serious bodily injury or death will be 
punished by a 1st degree misdemeanor.   

 Senator Altman’s bill was heard.  He said that a portion of the amendment extends 
the liability to anyone who drank at the party that resulted in serious bodily injury or 
death.   

 Safe festivals training – After Sue Carrigan gives her training, the BCCSA will then 
be able to provide training to any organization that will benefit from it.   

b. Prescription Drug Abuse Task Force:  Pat Castillo for Lisa McElhaney 
 Good News:  The DOH has been given permission to move forward with the PDMP 

implementation.  
 Bad News:  There are 2 proposed committee bills for the Health and Human 

Services Committee that are repealing legislative standards and regulations with 
regards to pain management clinics, including the repeal of the PDMP and the 
public records bill.  The bill includes a full repeal of the Office of Drug Control. And it 
suggests that the Office for Suicide Prevention move to DCF.   

 Lisa McElhaney has done a listing of all the legislative bills and the sponsors and 
that will get out to all soon. 

 The Prescription Drug Abuse Task Force has been meeting every 2 weeks, 
because there is so much happening, and a strategy to move forward is needed. 

o Legislative advocacy education front - Keith Wood from Purdue Pharma has 
suggested that our efforts be on encouraging and showing our support to 
those that do support the PDMP.  A postcard was created to make this 
campaign quick and easy.   

o Media – although the South Florida media has taken this on, a plan is in 
place to keep feeding them information.  Claudia Bailly has come up with a 6-
week plan to roll out the topics 

o Business perspective - This is a business issue and press releases are being 
worked on to pitch this angle to the media. 
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o Coalitions around the state are mobilizing as well.  This is not just a South 
Florida issue - it is a state-wide issue. 

o It is important to stay diligent!  
c. Emerging Issues Task Force:  Jim Hall  

Two issues that the Emerging Issues Task Force worked on last summer are seeing action:   
 Good Samaritan Law – encourages people that are in a drug overdose situation to 

dial 911, without worrying about being charged with possession.  This is part of the 
“Save a Life” campaign, which is a prevention platform focused on saving lives.   

 Synthetic Marijuana – as of last Wednesday, these are Schedule 1 drugs in the 
United States.    

 There is also an increasing rate of injecting drug use, with the primary users in their 
20’s.  The concern is that these young people missed much of the HIV / injecting 
syringe warnings of the 1980’s.   

 Broward Briefings  
a) Admissions for prescription opioid addiction in Florida – those under the age 

of 30, which represented 22% in 1998, now represent 64% of all the 
treatment admissions for prescription opioid use.  This is a dramatic change 
in the epidemic.       

b) New legislation in the House that solves the problem of prescription drug 
abuse in Florida by banning physicians from dispensing medications.  This is 
opposed by the Florida Medical Association. 
 

7. Sober Houses:  Dr. Carmine Pecoraro 
There is a sober house crisis in the State of Florida, as people are dying in them.  There are two 
organizations that are trying to get together a certification process for sober houses.  One is a 
national organization and the other is the American Association of Adult Residential Communities 
(ARC).  The ARC is the one working in Broward County, as the pilot.  A lot of the treatment 
centers are backing this up, saying that they will only send their clients to those sober houses that 
are certified.  The ARC has developed 59 policies that sober houses must follow in order to be 
certified.   

 
8. Vice President Report:  Pat Castillo 

a) Pat Castillo has been asked to sit on the board of the Florida Learning Systems Committee, 
which is a state-wide committee that is being overseen by the DCF.  This group has been 
tasked with visioning prevention and treatment in the state of Florida. 

b) May 12th General Arthur Dean will at the Board Meeting. 
c) The Nominating Committee will be meeting to look at the attendance of the Board. 
d) Nancy Vaniman – Choose Peace, Stop Violence project manager, under Project Bridge, 

with a goal to raise awareness of the issue of violence in the community, empower youth 
and adults to take action to create change.  This is a movement and all are all invited to 
join. 
 

9. Adjournment – 9:05am     


