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Undergraduate Nursing Scholarship Application
Eligibility Criteria and Instructions
APPLICATION DEADLINE:  5:00 PM, FRIDAY, AUGUST 19, 2011.
If you are applying for a nursing faculty scholarship, please see specific eligibility criteria and instructions for that application.
PLEASE CAREFULLY AND THOROUGHLY READ ALL ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA AND INSTRUCTIONS.  INCOMPLETE APPLICATIONS WILL NOT BE CONSIDERED.
Eligibility Criteria:  To qualify, you must meet ALL of the following criteria:  

1. You must be a resident of Palm Beach County, Florida.
2. You must be a current or prospective student who is, or will be as of fall 2011, enrolled as a full-time student in an accredited program of organized instruction or study that leads to an academic, professional, or vocational degree or certificate (or other recognized educational credential) in the nursing field.  The foundation does not currently provide scholarship funding for pre-requisite courses for limited-access programs.  However, students who are enrolled in an RN-BSN program on a part-time basis will be eligible to receive scholarship funding, provided they maintain a course load equivalent to at least six (6) credit hours per semester.
The school you are attending must be located in Palm Beach County, Florida.  However, the foundation will also consider applications from students enrolled in accredited online programs.
NOTE:  IF YOU ARE ATTENDING, OR PLAN TO ATTEND, Florida Atlantic University, Keiser University – West Palm Beach Campus, Palm Beach State College, Palm Beach Atlantic University, South University or the Academy for Practical Nursing and Health Occupations, DO NOT COMPLETE THIS APPLICATION.  You will need to contact your school’s nursing department or financial aid department directly to apply for a PHF Scholarship.     
3. You must maintain at least a 2.5 overall GPA.

4. After graduating from a nursing program, you must work as a nurse in Palm Beach County for one year for each year of PHF scholarship funding you receive.   
Please note that the foundation’s scholarship funds will be paid directly to your school, and may be used only to cover the cost of tuition, books and lab fees.
Please contact Alex Gore or Amy Dean at (561) 833-6333, or agore@phfpbc.org or adean@phfpbc.org, if you have ANY questions about eligibility or use of scholarship funds.  

Instructions:  Please complete and return the application, along will all required supporting documentation AT ONE TIME AND IN THE SAME PACKAGE, to Alex Gore or Amy Dean by the SCHOLARSHIP DEADLINE OF 5:00 PM ON FRIDAY, AUGUST 19, 2011.  If you are awaiting receipt of any documentation as of the deadline, please submit the documents you have available, along with an explanation for what is missing and when you will be sending it.  Applications will be considered incomplete if documentation is missing and no explanation is provided.
Complete applications may be returned via email, regular mail delivery, fax, or in person to:
Alex Gore


or
Amy Dean
Scholarship Grants Assistant

VP of Strategic Programming & Policy
agore@phfpbc.org 

or 
adean@phfpbc.org
Palm Healthcare Foundation, Inc.

1016 North Dixie Highway * West Palm Beach, FL 33401

Fax:  (561) 833-0070 * Phone:  (561) 833-6333

In addition to completing the application, you may be responsible for providing us with copies of the following documents.   All applicants must submit to PHF items 1 and 2 below; please read items 3, 4 and 5 to determine whether you must submit these documents. 

1. All applicants:  Official transcript from the school you are currently attending, or most recently attended.

2. All applicants:  Official proof of current attendance at, or acceptance into, an accredited program of study.  For limited-access programs, you must provide proof of attendance or acceptance into the specific healthcare program, not just general attendance or acceptance into college or university.  An official letter from your school indicating attendance or acceptance into a limited-access program is sufficient.  If your letter is not available by the deadline, please let us know when you expect to receive it.
3. Applicants filing the FAFSA:  Palm Healthcare Foundation considers financial need when awarding scholarships.  Though not required, we strongly encourage you to complete the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA), which is a first step to applying for financial aid and/or most scholarships that require evidence of financial need.  To file the FAFSA, or for more information about FAFSA, please visit http://www.fafsa.ed.gov, or the financial aid office at your school.  We strongly encourage you to file the FAFSA as soon as possible, if you have not already done so.  If you already have filed, or will be filing, a current FAFSA, you will need to send us a copy of the official Student Aid Report (SAR) you receive(d) following submission of the FAFSA.  If your SAR is not available as of the scholarship deadline, please let us know when you expect to receive it and send us a copy of the first page of the 2010 tax return for each person in your household who contributes to household income.
4. Applicants not filing the FAFSA:  You will need to send us a copy of the first page of the 2010 tax return for each person in your household who contributes to the household income.

5. Applicants applying for financial aid through the school you will be attending during the 2011-12 academic year:  You will need to send us a copy of the financial aid award letter/notice you receive(d) from your school.  If your letter is not available by the deadline, please let us know when you expect to receive it.
Please contact Alex Gore or Amy Dean if you have ANY questions about the scholarship application process.  WE ARE HAPPY TO HELP!  

Tips for Completing the Application

1. Be organized and give yourself plenty of time. 
2. Print out and review a copy of these instructions and the scholarship application.
3. Prepare in advance all the information you will need to complete the application, as well as the answers to the essay questions.
4. Be aware of the supporting documentation you will need to submit; give yourself plenty of time to obtain these documents to send with your application.  

5. If you have not already done so and plan to, complete the FAFSA as soon as possible.  FAFSA processing can take several weeks.  Remember, if you are filing a FAFSA, you will need to send us a copy of your Student Aid Report.  In addition, you will need to send us a copy of your financial aid award letter/notice, if you are applying for financial aid through your school.
6. If you are not filing the FAFSA, obtain and send to PHF the first page of the 2010 tax return for each person in your household who contributes to the household income.

7. Obtain and send to PHF an official transcript from the school you currently attend, or most recently attended. 
8. Obtain and send to PHF proof of your attendance or acceptance into an accredited program of study.

9. Compose a thoughtful Statement of Financial Need (essay) that will help our scholarship committee members understand your current financial situation and why you need a PHF scholarship.  You will be asked to submit this as part of the application.  Describe any unusual expenses or hardships in your household that affect your ability to pay for school; any changes in circumstances since you filed your most-recent FAFSA; and any unusual circumstances that affect your eligibility for financial aid.  Examples might include, but are not limited to, the following:  single parent, parental unemployment, bankruptcy, unforeseen medical expenses, siblings or dependents in college, etc.
10. Compose a thoughtful Personal Statement (essay) that will help our scholarship committee members understand you as an individual.  You will be asked to submit this as part of the application.  In this essay, please describe your professional goals and career plans; events or experiences that have led you to pursue a nursing or other healthcare career; and how your caring and compassion have made a difference in someone’s life.  Please also discuss what you think will be the biggest challenges and rewards in your career.
11. The foundation must receive the application and all other required documents by the scholarship deadline of 5:00 pm on Friday, August 19, 2011.  Please send all follow-up documents in one package / at the same time, if possible.  If you are unable to complete the application or submit the appropriate documents by that date, you must contact us to discuss your situation.  

Please contact Alex Gore or Amy Dean at (561) 833-6333, or agore@phfpbc.org or adean@phfpbc.org, if you have ANY questions about the PHF scholarship application.  WE ARE HAPPY TO HELP!  

