




















Hicains v. GEICO

On a peaceful morning in March, 2003, Tom Higgins was traveling
on State Road 5 in Boynton Beach when without warning his vehicle
was violently struck in the rear by a minivan traveling at nearly 60
mph. In the blink of an eye, Tom Higgins’s life changed. Suffering
from debilitating pain, Mr. Higgins learned from doctors that the
negligence of the person who crashed into his vehicle caused several
herniated discs in his back. This careless accident caused him to
endure ongoing treatment for over two years, which has included
painful adjustments, massages, injections and medications, to
attempt to alleviate the excruciating pain. Mr. Higgins, overcome
with the daily pain and even immobility at times, finally realized
surgery was his only hope.

Unfortunately, the other driver only had minimal insurance on her
vehicle, but Mr. Higgins was hopeful because he had been one of

the smart motorists who purchased underinsured, or UM, vehicle
coverage through GEICO. UM insurance is purchased by a driver

to cover them if the person at fault does not have enough insurance.
Instead of helping Mr. Higgins pay for his injuries caused by someone
else, which under the policy GEICO was bound to do, the company
denied his claim. After repeatedly refusing to help Mr. Higgins pay
for his injuries, he was forced to file suit against his own insurance
company to get them to do the right thing.

A Palm Beach County jury found that GEICO had failed to honor
their insurance policy. As a result, the jury awarded justice to Mr.

Riggins and his wife, Rafelle Higgins, in the amount of $5,249,600.







