
 

 
We are quickly preparing to move into legislative session in the 

first week of March.  With leadership from the Board Chairman of the 
Early Learning Coalition of Palm Beach County, Adam Hasner, and 
support from the Children Services Council of Palm Beach County, we 
are already quickly making the grade when it comes to informing all of 
our elected officials about our priorities.  Last week Governor Scott 
announced his recommendations for early learning, echoing the 
priorities/needs requested by our coalition partners all across the 
state.  In order to fulfill this commitment to early education, we will 
continue to work with community stakeholders and all of our elected 
officials throughout the 60-day legislative session.  Our Chief Executive 
Officer, Warren Eldridge, attended the Association of Early Learning 
Coalitions meeting a few weeks ago. The Association of Early Learning 
Coalitions is working to continue the fine-tuning of a legislative bill that 
would improve the standards for early learning and education 
throughout the state of Florida.  We will keep you posted. 
 
*See below for a recent press release.  
 



 

EARLY LEARNING COALITION OF PBC SUPPORTS 
GOV. SCOTT’S EARLY LEARNING BUDGET 

New Budget Reflects Highest Funding Increase in a 
Decade 

 
BOYNTON BEACH (Jan. 29, 2014) – The Early 
Learning Coalition of Palm Beach County is pleased 
that Florida Gov. Rick Scott’s new budget calls for 
the highest funding increase in a decade to our 
state’s early learning education programs. 
 
The total for the School Readiness, Voluntary Pre-
Kindergarten (VPK), and other essential early 
learning programs is proposed at $1.1 billion for the 
2014-2015 Fiscal Year under Gov. Scott’s budget 
that was unveiled today. 
 
These high-quality programs in Palm Beach County 
and across Florida offer early education for children 
to succeed in kindergarten, academia, and 
throughout life, as well as help eligible low-income 
parents get education and care for their children 
while they work to become financially self-
sufficient. 
 
Adam Hasner, Board Chairman of the Early Learning 
Coalition of Palm Beach County, commended Gov. 
Scott for prioritizing early learning funding in this 
year’s state budget. 
 
“Early childhood development programs for children 
from birth to age 5 are important investments and 
can help narrow the achievement gap, paving the 
way for a child’s success. These programs provide 
funding for child care to families whose parents are 
working and trying to become financially self-
sufficient. Additionally, they prepare at-risk children 
to start school on the right track. The Governor’s 
budget recommendations show that he clearly 
understands the importance of early learning. His 
budget will improve the quality of school readiness 
programs in Palm Beach County and across Florida.” 
 
As part of his budget, Gov. Scott has recommended 
an additional: 



 

 
 

 
Mark your calendars! 

 
 

2014 MEETINGS 

 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

TIME: 3-5PM, OR UNTIL BUSINESS IS CONCLUDED 
LOCATION: 2300 HIGH RIDGE ROAD, BOYNTON BEACH, FL 33426 

March 20 May 15 June 19 September 18 November 20 

 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

TIME: 3-5PM, OR UNTIL BUSINESS IS CONCLUDED 
LOCATION: 2300 HIGH RIDGE ROAD, BOYNTON BEACH, FL 33426 

February 20 April 17 August 21 October 16 

 

 

 



SPOTLIGHT ON EDUCATION 

 
 

The Early Learning Coalition of Palm Beach County will be highlighting providers for 

their great work in the areas of School Readiness, Voluntary Pre-Kindergarten, and the 

Teaching Strategies GOLD Assessment Pilot.  We will “shine the light” on quality assessment 

and alumni of the various programs.  This month we had the opportunity to speak with the 

owner of Opportunity, Inc. Early Learning Center.  As you may know, the Early Learning 

Coalition of Palm Beach County began a pilot project last summer to assist children’s’ 

development and learning like never before.  The amazing Teaching Strategies GOLD 

assessment tool allows teachers to measure a child’s progress all the way from birth through 

kindergarten.  The system, known as Teaching Strategies GOLD, ™ i s  currently being funded 

by the Children’s Services Council of Palm Beach County and it is a web-based application 

which allows child care providers to observe the children they work within their natural 

settings and enter the data to be matched with school readiness criteria aligned with 

state expectations!   

The program not only helps our little learners with English but also helps ESOL students, 

children with developmental delays and disabilities, and children who are advanced learners. 

 It can also be used to plan classroom lessons and activities that will support child learning 

and development.  Since the program began during summer of 2013, up to 1,200 children have 

been assessed and there are plans to add more providers in the near future, as well as getting 

parents and teachers more engaged in the process.    

 
 

 
Opportunity, Inc. Early Learning Center 



http://www.opportunitypbc.org/ 
 
“Participation in the Teaching Strategies GOLD pilot has made a tremendous impact on how 
our teaching staff at Opportunity, Inc. Early Learning Center design and implement 
curriculum.  GOLD allows teachers to quickly and easily create a permanent record of 
meaningful events happening throughout each day and, thus, creating expanded and more 
meaningful child portfolios. Assessing the portfolio content through GOLD provides critical 
developmental data the teachers use as the basis for targeted and individualized lesson plans. 
Lessons and activities based on current child strength and growth areas allow Opportunity to 
meet the current needs of all children and increase the gains children make each year. As we 
continue the GOLD pilot and becoming more immersed in the additional features of GOLD, we 
can only see more and more benefits for our children”.  
-Alice M. L. Eger, Director of Education and Curriculum at Opportunity, Inc. Early Learning 
Center 
 
 
 

 
“GOLD is a way to cherish the memories of quality interactions, 

So they can be used as a foundation for further learning.” 
-VPK Teacher, Cyndy Sanders 

 
 

 
 

 

http://www.opportunitypbc.org/


Reaching Out to the Community 

 

#LessonsFromAKid Campaign 

The Early Learning Coalition of Palm Beach County is working with Family Central Resource 
Library on The Children’s Movement’s   #LessonsFromAKid campaign, and we are asking 
providers and families to participate!!   

 

It is a simple way to show how children have such a meaningful impact on our lives. Deadline is 
February 28  

 
 

 Think about what lesson a kid has taught you. 

 Submit a short personal/original quote (with a photo, if you’d like) 
in the form here: http://childrensmovementflorida.org/lessons. 
(You can upload photos easily by submitting via your iPhone or 
Smartphone.) 

 The Children’s Movement will be collecting these images and 
sharing selected answers on Facebook and Twitter – 
the best submissions will receive a $50 Publix gift card. 

 

 

 

http://childrensmovementflorida.org/lessons


 
 

 

 
In our efforts to expand, educate as well as motivate the community to become more involved 

on making early learning a priority, we are expanding our social media and outreach. 
 

We will also have an easy to navigate brand new website, which is coming soon.  We will keep 
you posted! 

 
We have already launched our Facebook page and Twitter feed. 

Please take a moment to follow us at @ELCPalmBeach 

Don’t forget to like us on Facebook! EARLY LEARNING COALITION OF PBC 
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