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Reading about Autumn
By Ana Roa, South Florida VPK Regional Facilitator
Ah…Autumn is here. The leaves of the trees begin to change colors, the weather in Florida starts to cool and pumpkin patches open their
gates to exhibit their amazing displays of all shapes and sizes. It’s an exciting season for children to learn about and enjoy. There are
many books that will have your children excited about autumn. Here are some books that will have your children stamping with apples,
classifying autumn leaves and even planting pumpkin seeds in your classroom garden.
Red Leaf, Yellow Leaf by Lois Elhert. This story describes planting a maple tree and watching it grow as the seasons
change.
Fall Yarn Trees
Gather different colored yarn (yellow, orange and red). Let children practice scissor skills by cutting
the yarn into small pieces. Then have them gather all the pieces and glue them together to make a
tree.
We’re Going on a Leaf Hunt by Steve Metzger. This story is very similar to the classic We’re Going on a Bear Hunt.
Leaf Walk
Children can role play this interactive story outdoors in the playground and talk about
autumn.
From Seed to Pumpkin by Wendy Pfeffer. Learn about the growing process of a pumpkin.
Counting Seeds
Gather a big pumpkin and carve the top; let children reach in and gather all the seeds. Next,
count how many seeds they have and compare who has more/less. They can plant seeds in
their preschool garden.
Apple Farmer Annie by Monica Wellington. Annie the apple farmer is very busy picking her best apples to sell at the
market!
Apple Graphing
Gather different types of apples (Granny Smith, Red Delicious, and Gala). Have the children sort
them into three different piles and describe their features. Later, the children can each taste a
different kind of apple and graph their favorite type.
There Was an Old Lady Who Swallowed Some Leaves by Lucille Collandro. This story is very similar to the classic
There Was an Old Lady Who Swallowed a Fly. This time, the old lady swallowed fall theme items.
Sequencing
Children practice sequencing the events in the story.
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PREPARING FOR A NATURAL DISASTER
By Cassandra Jackson, Educational Policy Consultant

Until 2016, Florida had been on a hurricane-free streak for a
record 11 years. In the fall of 2016, Hurricanes Hermine and
Mat-thew made landfall on Florida coastlines taking down trees,
flooding streets, damaging structures and leaving millions of
Floridians without power.
In September 2017, Florida was slammed with another record
breaking storm, Hurricane Irma. The Governor declared a State
of Emergency in every county across the state. Severe flooding,
storm surges and high winds caused massive damage along all
of Florida’s coastlines. Many schools were closed for over a
week and families were temporarily displaced trying to get out of
the path of the storm.
While parents and teachers prepare their homes and businesses for impending disasters, they are also faced with
the challenge of talking with children about what may happen. Many children feel frightened and confused,
understandably so. Teachers can help children cope with these feelings and the National Association for the
Education of Young Children (NAEYC) has put together a list of resources to
assist child care providers with preparing for natural disasters. Free resources are
available on the NAEYC webpage http://www.naeyc.org/newsroom/
Resources_on_coping_with_disasters#Disaster_Planning.
In addition, earlier this year Forbes published an article titled “8 Books to Help
Children Understand Natural Disasters And Cope With Anxiety.” You can read the
article at https://www.forbes.com/sites/tarahaelle/2017/08/30/8-books-to-helpchildren-understand-disasters-and-cope-with-anxiety/#5302de1942e9.

RULES
Workshops and
hearings that occurred
this month.
10/18/2017 at 2:00 pm
6M-8.602 Performance
Standards for Children
Participating in VPK
Remember to check our
site regularly for a
listing of proposed
rules and notices.
http://bit.ly/2gkcQIN

The NAEYC Annual Conference is the largest early childhood education
conference in the world, where tens of thousands of educators choose from
hundreds of presentations and exhibits.
Not sure if the NAEYC Annual Conference is right for you? Here are just a few
of the many reasons to attend–plus, learn more about who benefits from
attending!
Online registration available at http://www.naeyc.org/conference/registration.
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Engineering in the Preschool Classroom
By Cassandra Jackson, Educational Policy Consultant

Engineering is defined as the branch of science and technology concerned with the
design, building and use of engines, machines and structures. So what does that
look like for preschoolers? It looks like play; engineering in preschool is all about
play. In the block center, children construct towers and bridges. On the playground,
they design sandcastles. At the water table, they explore ways to transfer water
from one container to the another. In dramatic
play, you will see children repurpose common
items to use as kitchen tools. Given the
opportunity, children will design elaborate obstacle courses and mazes to
navigate their way through.

When planning engineering opportunities, teachers should focus on giving
children freedom to explore different types of materials or loose parts, time to
discover the function and use of those materials and
space to plan and build on their ideas.
In addition, when teachers use a project-based
learning approach children build on their natural curiosity about the world around them
allowing them to communicate, question, problem-solve and reflect on the challenges they
encounter while learning.
The US Department of Education partnered with the Too Small to Fail initiative to create a
series of resources for teachers and families to help develop children’s STEM skills
through play and exploration. These free resources are found at https://innovation.ed.gov/
what-we-do/stem/early-stem-education/.

“The future belongs to the curious. The ones who are not afraid to try it, explore it, poke at it, question it
and turn it inside out.”

VPK LEARNING CIRCLES
Be in the Loop!
VPK Learning Circles are ongoing opportunities
for early childhood professionals to share
strategies, research and best practices in VPK
classrooms. Learning Circle activities include
— Practicing new ideas and skills.
— Professional networking.
— Sharing resources and experiences.
— Discussion and brainstorming solutions for
challenges faced in the field.
Who should attend?
VPK providers, directors, teachers and
administrators who would like an opportunity to
network with other professionals in
early childhood education.

Who do you contact for more information
about Learning Circles?
Your local VPK regional facilitator organizes
and facilitates the Learning Circles. You can
find contact information for your regional
facilitator on the OEL website at
http://bit.ly/2o6PGpW.

September 2017-18 Total
Participants Participants
Face-to-Face
Web-based

140

593

4

9
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Professional Development
Florida’s Office of Early Learning in collaboration with the Florida Department of Children and
Families (DCF) offers a variety of online and instructor-led training opportunities. To register for
any of these training opportunities, please visit DCF’s training website at http://bit.ly/1oHgYPm.
Online Courses

September
Completers

2017-18 Total
Completers

Standards for Four-Year-Olds

204

1272

Integrating the Standards: Phonological Awareness NEW!

22

97

Emergent Literacy for VPK Instructors

277

1537

Language and Vocabulary in the VPK Classroom

55

310

Mathematical Thinking for Early Learners

78

332

Working to Create Positive Learning Environments: Preventive Strategies NEW!

73

185

Developing the Socially and Emotionally Competent Child NEW!

31

106

English Language Learners in the VPK Classroom

29

184

How to Administer the Florida VPK Assessment NEW!

107

330

VPK Assessment Instructional Implications NEW!

27

134

VPK Director Credential Course

46

310

Instructor-led Courses

September
Classes

September
Participants

2017-18 Total Participants

Standards for Four-Year-Olds

2

7

49

Integrating the Standards: Phonological Awareness

7

25

160

How to Administer the Florida VPK Assessment

8

19

266

VPK Assessment Instructional Implications

6

8

151

*EMEL: Making Sense of Sets and Numbers

10

79

252

*EMEL: Counting and Operating with Numbers

6

47

162

*EMEL: Patterns, Measurement and Data

5

33

187

*EMEL: Shapes and Spatial Relationships

3

47

104

*EMEL– Early Mathematics for Early Learners
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