
This fall, we welcomed a group 
of trailblazers to the GOLD Pro-
gram. In this edition of the Got 
GOLD? Newsletter, we will be 
spotlighting the small group of 
Family Child Care Homes in 
Pahokee that joined with us to 
focus on the idea of documenta-
tion as assessment of child 
growth and development.  
 
Ms. Bernice Butler, Ms. Lynora 
Fulmore, Ms. Martha Smith, and 

Ms. Lawanda Thomas are the four 
Family Child Care providers who 
are the first to represent FCCHs in 
the work of the GOLD. Our initial 
meeting with these early care and 
education providers took place 
during an introductory training 
held at the Pahokee Bridges.  
 
Special thanks go out to the Paho-
kee Bridges personnel, who ar-
ranged for the ELC Assessment 
Team to use the Pahokee Bridges 

space to support a successful start 
for these early childhood profes-
sionals in the GOLD assessment 
system.  
 
It is an ongoing goal for CSCPBC 
and ELCPBC, as we continue to 
build our model of technical assis-
tance in the GOLD program, to 
bring technical support to the pro-
vider as much as possible.  
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Our Pahokee FCCHs group was motivated to have a 
chance to stay local while engaging in their first train-
ing on how to start using documentation to assess the 
developmental progress of the children in their care. 
Usually, the work of documentation as assessment is a 
challenging shift to the practitioners just starting out 
in GOLD.  In the case of this group of FCCHs, that was 
not a problem! These women are attentive listeners to 
the children in their care. The act of listening to a 
child closely for extended periods of time is the first 
step toward creating child-centered documentation, 
which can then be used to assess the child’s demon-
strated ability in many areas of development. Chil-
dren develop socially, physically, linguistically, and 
cognitively all at the same time (especially when they 
play). Our Pahokee FCCH providers knew this when 
we met them. This understanding of the whole child 
has come shining through in the work these women 
are doing with GOLD.  
 
The Assessment Team at ELC would like to thank Ms. 
Bernice Butler, Ms. Lynora Fulmore, Ms. Martha Smith, 
and Ms. Lawanda Thomas, and celebrate in the strong 
start that these child care providers have had in the 
GOLD program!  



The GOLD assessment uses Color Bands to identify the age grouping of children entered into the online system.  
These Color Bands also represent the widely held expectations for children’s growth and development for the 
specific age group the color band symbolizes.  Even though a sound understanding of the color band designa-
tions are needed in setting up children, curriculum and classrooms in GOLD, they can also become a distraction 
when leveling children’s demonstrated abilities.  When teachers only level children within their Color Band we 
call this “Banding”.  For this reason, the ELC Team is recommending closing the Color Band row when entering, 
connecting, and leveling documentation.  The following steps describe how to collapse the Color Bands: 

1. After entering the anecdotal record, photo, video etc… in GOLD, select the 
first objective/dimension, then click on the Color Band icon. 

 
  
 
2. Once the progression screen opens, click the plus symbol next to the Examples to open 

the example language (this is critical to making strong connections). 
 

3. Then click the minus symbol next to the Color Band row which will collapse the color 
bands ensuring they will not influence leveling decisions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Finally, read through the indicator and example language to decide if this objective cor-
responds with the documentation.  If the answer is “Yes”, then find the level that is most 
strongly aligned and add a preliminary level to the documentation. 

Color Band Collapse 
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The GOLD assessment is full of tools and resources to help teachers review their work, monitor a child’s devel-
opment and inform  families about children’s learning in the classroom.  One of the many tools that can be used 
with families is the Development and Learning Report.  Unlike the Family Conference Form, this can be gener-
ated anytime throughout the year, before during, or after a checkpoint period.   

To find the Development and Learning Report,  

 From the Teacher’s View, Go to the Reports Tab,  

 Click Development & Learning,  

 Create New  

 From here, select the checkpoint period, child, and area(s) of development that will be shared with families.    

Now review, print and begin partnering with the families in your program! 

Quick Tips: 

 When sharing re-
ports with Parents, 
keep them short and 
select only 1 or 2 
areas of develop-
ment at a time.   

 
 Print the selected 

activities separately 
so the report only 
describes what the 
child is currently 
learning and where 
they will go next. 

Connecting with Families through Reports 



Have you been to the Child Assessment section of the Early Learning Coalition of Palm Beach County’s 
website lately?   If not, you are missing some valuable resources for you and your staff!   

www.elcpalmbeach.org/child-assessment-pilot 

The newest additions include 2 Tip sheets for Teachers: 

 

 

NEW Resources available on the ELCPBC Website!!! 
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Dr.	Barbara	Becraft	 	
Assessment	Director	 	 	
Barbara.Becraft@elcpalmbeach.org													
561‐600‐9426	 		

Jennifer	Coleman	
Assessment	Manager	
Jennifer.Coleman@elcpalmbeach.org	
561‐214‐7446	
	 			 	
Sandra	Schultz	
Assessment	Specialist	
Sandra.Schultz@elcpalmbeach.org	
561‐600‐9427 

Since 2005, Nonprofits First has worked to promote quality and accountability in the nonprofit sector. 
By providing services, resources and opportunities, we have strengthened hundreds of agencies as 
they work to achieve a higher level of service delivery, community impact and success. 
 

Comprised of experienced executives, consultants and volunteers, our 501(c)(3) organization was es-
tablished by a coalition of public and private funders to improve the administrative and operational 
capacity of nonprofit organizations in our community.  
 

Today, we are a premier membership organization focused on enhancing our nonprofit community’s 
effectiveness, efficiency, and ultimately impact through our programs: Professional Development, 
Leadership Education, Management Services and Certification.  

GOLD Programs can contact the Nonprofits First    
IT Helpdesk at : 561.910.3895  

Nonprofits First:  
Partners in Technology 

2015 Checkpoint Dates  

GOLD Assessment Team 
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