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Teaching Strategies GOLD® Online Assessment Pilot 

          Got GOLD ? 
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

Welcome Cohort #2 
	  

The  summer  is  coming  to 
an end but the GOLD Pilot 
is just ramping up.   The 
second cohort of early 
childhood programs has 
joined   the pilot and   the 
number has grown from 6 
to 16! 

	  
Cohort 2 programs are 
setting up children, classes 
and systems of observing 
and documenting.   Teach- 
ers are exploring all the 
features and resources the 
GOLD assessment has to 
offer   while   beginning   to 
add documentation to each 

	  

Featured Program: 
Great Expectations 

child’s portfolio. Making 
daily GOLD entries a habit 
from   the   start   will   help 
them be successful at their 
first checkpoint date, Octo- 
ber 31, 2013. 

Here’s a quick look at our 
pilot numbers today: 
	  

•     762 children 

•  1465 child observed 
- 41% Social Emotional 
- 43% Physical 
- 34% Language 
- 38% Cognitive 
	  
These are cumulative num- 

bers,  inclusive  of  Cohort 
#1’s efforts, and they show 
the progress made in our 
capacity to document 
growth and development 
within the first 4 areas of 
GOLD. 

Let’s start September 
strong with pictures, notes, 
videos and audio of our 
children’s first days of 
school.  Documenting these 
moments will assist us in 
showing their growth and 
development throughout 
the year.   Looking forward 
to a great 2013/2014 school 
year together! 

	  
	  

“I’m beginning to think of 
all the time in the class- 
room as an opportunity to 
observe” said Trisha 
Rivera, Director and Owner 
of Great Expectations in 
West Palm Beach during a 
GOLD TA visit. 

	  

Great  Expectations  is  one 
of the first programs that 
joined Cohort#1 of the 
GOLD Online Assessment 
Pilot. As a NAEYC Accred- 
ited Gold Seal site, Great 
Expectation’s mission is to 
offer children and their 
families’ exemplary child- 
care, warmth, compassion, 
respect and the prelimi- 
nary   building   blocks   for 

the early stages of learn- 
ing. 
	  

Trisha recently discussed 
GOLD with one of her 
teachers  who  is  emerging 
as a leader in child assess- 
ment, Ms. Chondell. 
	  

Ms. Chondell has been part 
of the Great Expectations 
family since July, 2007 as a 
lead VPK/Pre K teacher. 
	  

After speaking with her 
about how GOLD has bene- 
fited her classroom she is 
quoted as saying: 
	  

	  
“Because everything is 
accessible from my laptop, 

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

Ms. Chondell, VPK 
	  
	  
	  
	  
I am now able to provide activities and create meaningful les- 
son plans that are developmentally appropriate for all my chil- 
dren based on my observations and anecdotal notes.  I am able 
to recognize areas    where my children may need some addi- 
tional assistance or move them on to the next level of learning.” 
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My Communities 
	  

The Teaching Strategies Community 
online  discussion    page  is  an  easy 
way to engage in dialogue with other 
early childhood educators in Palm 
Beach County and across the country. 
By starting a new discussion or read- 
ing previous  conversations you can 
get answers to your GOLD questions. 
Teaching  Strategies  authors  and 
other early educators will respond to 
questions  and  comments.     Palm 
Beach County questions and discus- 
sion starters should be labeled with 
PBC in front of the title. Check out our 
first PBC post titled  PBC: Share cus- 
tom activities. 

GOLD app Version 2.0.  This 
is a great place to pose your 
questions to your peers and 
receive feedback within 
days.    Don’t  forget  to  use 
the letters PBC in all your 
posts. Happy posting! 

	  
How to access My Communities 

	  
The My Communities feature can be 
accessed from your Dashboard in 
GOLD.  Select  the  COMMUNITIES 
Tab, and create your community pro- 
file.  From there, you can participate 
in discussions or start your own.  Re- 
cent discussions topics include les- 
son plans, reports, family conference 
forms,   checkpoints   and   the   NEW 

	  

Taking Care of 
Pilot Equipment 

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
•  Keep laptops away from food, 

water and spills 

As a part of the GOLD Pilot, programs 
were given a significant amount of 
technical equipment to ensure 
teacher’s access to GOLD on a regular 
basis. It is the program’s responsibil- 

ity to take good care of this equipment 
including safety measures in place to 
maintain their condition. 

Quick Tips: 
	  
•  Keep all laptops locked with the 

security cable unless in use. 

•  Designate an administrator or 

staff member to be the keeper of 
the keys 

•  Label each key with the room or 

laptop number (the wrong key in 
a lock will result in breaking the 
lock itself!!) 

•  Laptops are for teacher’s use 
ONLY 

•  Do not stack or store anything on 
top of the laptop 

•  Lock up the wireless mouse when 
not in use, they are easy to lose 

Remember your program is responsi- 

ble for the equipment so take the time 
to protect your gear! If any accidents 
or damage occurs immediately con- 
tact Jennifer Coleman at the Early 
Learning Coalition at 561.214.7446. 
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Questions Answered 
	  

Frequently asked questions this month: 
1.   Where do I find new updates and resources in GOLD? Are there any? 
Any new additions to the online GOLD assessment can be found on your Home Page. Whether you are an Administrator or 
Teacher your Home Page will list all NEW features for you to review. The newest headline posted on your Home Page in- 
troduces Version 2.0 of the Teaching Strategies GOLD Documentation app, which offers users the ability to set preliminary 
levels directly from the app. Check your Home Page out daily!! 
	  

2.   How do I change a password for a teacher? 
Everyone forgets their password at some time. GOLD makes it easy for an Administrator to reset their Teacher’s password 
and send the new password via e-mail. In your Administrator Tab, Choose Manage Users, then Teachers. Look for the 
Teacher’s name and select View Details, then GO. Select CHANGE PASSWORD. Then SEND and UPDATE. GOLD will auto- 
matically e-mail the Teacher their new password! 
	  

3.   Why do I need to complete the Home Language Survey for every child 3 to 5 years old in my program? 
Completing the Home Language Survey will help determine whether a child should be assessed using the two additional 
objectives 37-38 under the area of English Language Acquisition. This information assists teachers in planning ways to sup- 
port children’s language and literacy acquisition and in basing instruction on children’s strengths and needs. The Home 
Language Survey should not be completed by teachers without input from parents or other family members. The data 
gathered with this “Home Language Survey” should not be used to label children or identify them for special services. It 
should be used to help the teacher determine how to assess children most accurately and support their development and 
learning. 
	  

4. Where can I practice entering preliminary levels and the checkpoint process? 
There are two easy ways to practice these skills. The first is by accessing your Sandbox, under the PROFESSIONAL DEVEL- 
OPMENT Tab on your Dashboard, and using the preloaded child 
portfolios, you can practice connecting objectives to the piece of 
documentation all the way to finalizing your level for that child. 
The following children have preloaded portfolios in your Sand- 
box: Jonathan in the Sandbox Preschool Class and Alicia in the 
Sandbox Infant/Toddler class. In order to access their portfolios 
choose documentation from Spring 2009/10. 
	  

The second way to test your connecting and leveling skills is to 
access Module 3 of the GOLD Online Basic Course. On the front 
page of your Dashboard will be a link to the Basic Course. Once 
selected, choose Module 3.  All of this module is helpful to a first 
time user; however, the Practice Documentation and Practice 
Checkpoint sections 
will give you the 
experience you 
need. 



Who do I contact when? 
	  
	  

Before you call or write an e-mail have you checked all of the available resources???? 
For any GOLD related question, please try searching for the solution using the following resources 

prior to contacting other supports. 
•  Dropbox File Share 

•  Palm Beach County Assessment Manual 

•  Administrator’s Complete Guide 

•  Teacher’s Quick Start Guide 

•  GOLD Orientation Toolkit 

•  Help icon in GOLD 

•  GOLD Basic Course 

•  GOLD Recorded Orientations and Video Tutorials 
	  
	  
	  

Please contact Jennifer Coleman at ELC for: 
All GOLD related ?’s 

•  Navigation (Where can I find..?) 

•  Function (How do I…..?) 

•  Coordination (Who do I contact to…?) 

	  
Please contact Nonprofits First for: 

•  Computer Related ONLY 

•  Problems with the laptop 

•  Problems with the other pilot equipment 

	  
All programs participating in the Pilot also receive: 

•  3 onsite Large Group  technical assistance visits over one 

year 

•  Approximately 90 minutes 

•  Throughout  the  first  year  (beginning,  middle 
and end) 

•  Large Group Sessions are generally focused on: 

1. generating the highest quality documentation 
2. ways of approaching looking at documentation – 

assigning GOLD “levels” 

3. developing ongoing systems of documentation 
Focused on quality observations 

•  Administrators and Teachers attend Large Group Sessions 

•  They are voluntary, and not required for participation in 

this pilot. 

Jennifer Coleman 
	  
	  
Early Intervention Manager 
Early Learning  Coalition of  Palm 
Beach County, Inc. 
(p) 561.214.7446 
(f) 561.214.7450 
Jennifer.coleman@elcpalmbeach. 
org 
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
Nonprofits First®

 
	  

	  
Please remember to use the new 
online ticketing system http:// 
www.nonprofitsfirst.org/ 
GoTechClientLogin to submit any 
new helpdesk requests. 
If you do not have access to the 
online system, please email 
helpdesk@nonprofitsfirst.org or 
call 561-910-3895. 

	  
	  
	  

	  
	  

 


