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Time Saving Features for Teachers
Spend less time at the computer and more time with children! Many Teaching
Strategies GOLD® features help you gather assessment information quickly and
enter it accurately

Objectives for Development and Learning
To document children’s development and learning, you need to know what information to
gather. The Teaching Strategies GOLD® progressions help you understand how the
knowledge, skills, and behaviors related to each objective and dimension are evidenced by
what children say and do. You can print the progressions from the “Resources” section of
an “Add Documentation” screen, or you can read The Creative Curriculum® for Preschool,
Volume 5: Objectives for Development & Learning. An efficient way to use Teaching Strategies GOLD® is to collect items that each document several objectives and dimensions.

On-the-Spot Observation
Recording Tool
The On-the-Spot Observation Recording Tool
is a checklist that enables you quickly to collect
information related to the physical, literacy, and
mathematics objectives. Just print this form with
your children’s names and enter the data you
gather. This feature makes it possible to collect
information for an entire checkpoint period in
one document. It is a good idea to save your
printed form to use multiple times throughout a
checkpoint period.

Activity Library
You can search and use over 450
activities that promote children’s development and learning in relation to
specified objectives. The system
automatically recommends activities
from the “Activity Library” on the basis of the levels you identify for a
particular child. The “Family View”
option enables you easily to share
activity instructions with families so
they can extend children’s learning
at home.

Uploading Video Clips, Audio Files, and Photos as Documentation
Sometimes you can document information more easily with a video clip or photo than with an
observation note. Teaching Strategies GOLD® online allows you to upload video, audio, and
image files, and you can add a note about the context in which the information was collected.
Taking digital photos of children’s artwork, writing, and other work is sometimes faster than
scanning those items, and you can share them easily with family members. What’s more, a single file often documents knowledge and skills related to several objectives and dimensions.
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Time Saving Features for Teachers continued... Got GOLD?

Color Band Collapse
The GOLD assessment uses Color Bands to identify the age grouping of children entered into the online system.
These Color Bands also represent the widely held expectations for children’s growth and development for the specific age group the color band symbolizes. Even though a sound understanding of the color band designations are
needed in setting up children, curriculum and classrooms in GOLD, they can also become a distraction when leveling children’s demonstrated abilities. When teachers only level children within their Color Band we call this
“Banding”. For this reason, the ELC Team is recommending closing the Color Band row when entering, connecting, and leveling documentation. The following steps describe how to collapse the Color Bands:

1. After entering the anecdotal record, photo, video etc… in GOLD, select the first
objective/dimension, then click on the Color Band icon.

2. Once the progression screen opens, click the plus symbol next to the Examples to open the
example language (this is critical to making strong connections).

3. Then click the minus symbol next to the Color Band row which will collapse the color bands
ensuring they will not influence leveling decisions.

4. Finally, read through the indicator and example language to decide if this objective corresponds with the documentation. If the answer is “Yes”, then find the level that is most
strongly aligned and add a preliminary level to the documentation.
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Making the Most of Reports
Explore the reports tab to learn about reports that will assist your analysis of class
and individual data. They will help you plan experiences to promote children’s development and learning.
The “Individual Child Report” enables you to see the levels of development and
learning of each child at a given point during a checkpoint period. Each child’s
knowledge and skills are shown in relation to widely held expectations for each objective/dimension. This helps you identify the child’s strengths and needs and then
plan accordingly. By selecting multiple checkpoint periods, you can also see how
the child’s knowledge, skills, and behaviors were evaluated over time.
Run the “Widely Held Expectations” report to compare information about the
knowledge, skills, and behaviors of an individual child or groups of children with
widely held developmental expectations for children of the same age or class/
grade.
Run the “Performance and Growth” report after multiple checkpoint periods to
track children’s development and learning over time. Teachers and administrators
can organize data by program, site, school, class, or individual child. You will be
able to see whether and in what ways children’s knowledge and skills are progressing between checkpoint periods.
The “Alignment” report compares your preschool and pre-K children’s skills with
the expectations expressed in your state’s early learning standards or the Head
Start framework.
The “Class Profile Report” provides an overview of your entire class’s performance during a particular checkpoint period. It shows how the knowledge, skills,
and behaviors of each child in a class or program compare with widely held expectations. You can see the overall strengths and needs of your group and then plan
accordingly.

S
”

Run the “Development and Learning Report” to share with a child’s family. This
report highlights the child’s strengths in particular areas of development and learning and suggests engaging activities to support continued learning.
The “Snapshot Report” displays evaluation data for a group of children at one
checkpoint. Use this report to see the number, percentage, and mean score of the
children whose knowledge and skills are below, meeting, and exceeding expectations. You can even see child outcomes data by area, objective, and dimension, or
by demographics.
If you have documented children’s development and learning by using the forms
for alphabet knowledge, Spanish alphabet knowledge, number concepts, and
shapes, run the “Forms” report to view data on each form.
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How To Videos: Where to find them

Teaching Strategies YouTube Channel
Copy and paste this link: https://www.youtube.com/user/
tsiwebmaster Into your browser it will bring you to the
Teaching Strategies YouTube Channel.
If you go to playlists, you will be able to watch step by
step how to checkpoint children, run reports, add
documentation and so much more!
Please contact your GOLD Team if you need assistance!
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Reminders
∗

ELC will be closed from December 23, 2016 to January 2,
2017.

∗

Login into GOLD and enter data daily.

∗

Winter checkpoint deadline is February 14, 2017

∗

Contact your GOLD Team if you have any questions. (Contact
info on page 8 )

Checkpoint Deadlines for 2016/2017
Checkpoint
Season

Documentation Window

Finalize Levels

During this window, teachers observe and document children’s
learning and complete preliminary ratings based on what is observed.

During this window teachers
make "inal determinations
about how to rate children
based on each of the objectives
and dimensions. Observation
and documentation may continue.

Oct. 17 - Oct. 28

Winter

Aug 15 (or irst day of program)
Oct. 17
Oct. 30– Jan. 31

Spring

Feb. 15– May 17

May 17- May 31

May 31, 2017

Summer
(Optional)

June 1– July 31

July 31- Aug. 14

August 14,
2017

Fall
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Jan. 31- Feb. 14

Data Finalized
By:

October 29,
2016
(Saturday)
February 14,
2017

GOLD Teacher Training
We are happy to announce that GOLD is now offering a training for teachers!
A Teacher’s Guide to GOLD will be held on
February 1st, 2017 & May 17th, 2017
HOW TO REGISTER ONLINE
To register for Early Learning Coalition of Palm Beach County trainings and
meetings please go to the website https://elc.webauthor.com/pub/class.cfm.
1. Click on the link https://elc.webauthor.com/pub/class.cfm for the list of the Provider Meetings and Child Care Trainings.
2. Click on the meeting/training title for the date you would like to attend.
3. Click on the blue REGISTER button on the right of the page just above the map.
4. Click on the CHECKOUT button.
5. Provide a USERNAME (Enter Email Address) and PASSWORD then click LOGIN. If
you are prompted that your email address already exists –click FORGOT PASSWORD.
6. On the next page enter your contact information then click CONTINUE.
7. On the Checkout page review your selection and click COMPLETE REGISTRATION.
8. The next page is the confirmation of your registration, which you may print for
your records.

If you register for a meeting/training and are unable to attend please re-visit the website and cancel your registration, as this opens a seat for another practitioner.

If you have any questions please contact Darianne Powell at 561-600-9421 or email
Darianne.Powell@elcpalmbeach.org.
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Questions??? Call or email the GOLD Assessment Team...

Meet the Strong Minds GOLD Team
Ashley Hack
GOLD Specialist
Ashley.hack@elcpalmbeach.org
561-600-9429
Sandra Schultz
TA/ GOLD Coordinator
Sandra.Schultz@elcpalmbeach.org
561-600-9427

Technical Support:
Chromebooks: 561-514-3300
Lenovo Laptop: 561.910.3895
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