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Last Christmas Housing Partnershipôs 

foreclosure intervention guru, Don 

Mason, presented his foreclosure 

teammates, Tanya Lawson and 

Vanessa Kingdom, with T-shirts em-

blazoned with Winston Churchillôs 

quote ñNever, Never, Never Give 

Up.ò  The team took the motto to 

heart. Between January 5 and Febru-

ary 5, 2010, they 

had assisted more 

than 35 families in 

rescu ing  the i r 

homes from mort-

gage default and 

pending foreclosure.  

The families had 

their mortgage payments reduced to 

31% of their household income, the 

amount research shows a family can 

sustain over the long term.  In some 

cases, the payment reduction was as 

much as $1500 per month. 

The benefit does not end with the 

families. The modification returned 

more than $25,000 per month to the 

local economy, as families had more 

money to spend on other necessities. 

In addition, the Congressional Over-

sight Panel, which oversees bank 

bailout funding, estimates that each 

home saved from foreclosure brings 

$80,000 in value to the neighborhood.  

Under this calcula-

tion, these modifi-

cations alone added 

2.8 million dollars 

of value to our dis-

tressed real estate 

market. 

Since the foreclosure intervention 

program started in August 2008, the 

foreclosure trio has helped save more 

than 175 homes from foreclosure.  

This in turn has kept approximately 

14 million dollars of real estate value 

in our local communities. Now thatôs 

community impact. 

Persistence Pays Off with  

35 Homes Saved in 32 Days 
by Bonnie Conrad, Housing Division Director 
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Dr. Mira Sachdev 
by Renée Layman, LMHC, 

Division Director ï Clinical Services 

Last month, Parent-Child Center welcomed a new 

Medical Director to the team! Dr. Mira Sachdev is 

board-certified in child, adolescent and adult 

psychiatry. She recently moved to Palm Beach County 

from the suburbs of Washington, D.C. She was 

employed as an adolescent psychiatrist at the 

Cheltenham Youth Facility. Dr. Sachdev completed her 

training in General and Child Psychiatry at Stony 

Brook University Hospital in New York and she 

attended medical school at the University of Miami 

School of Medicine. 

Parent-Child Center  

Welcomes New Employees 

Michele Goldberg 
By Shelli Appelbaum, Program Director, ECW  

The ECW Program is proud to welcome our new 

Pediatric Nurse Specialist, Michele Goldberg, BSN, 

RN.  She has her Bachelor of Arts degree in 

Psychology and Bachelor of Science degree in 

Nursing from Florida Atlantic University.  She has 

been a Pediatric Nurse for the last 11 years with 

experience in hospital, pediatric office, after-hours, 

and pre-school settings.  Michele currently lives in 

Boynton Beach with her husband and 2 daughters.  

She joined our ECW team as a Pediatric Nurse 

Specialist in January.  

Amy Hoffmann  
by Marla Berger, Outpatient Program Director 

Amy Hoffmann is the newest therapist within the 

outpatient department.  Amy was a student intern 

from Florida Atlantic University and following her 

graduation, she was hired to provide therapy to 

children and families. Amy has provided Behavior 

Analysis for children with special needs for over 15 

years.  Her interest in helping the whole family make 

positive changes led her to completing her Masterôs 

degree in Mental Health Counseling. Amy has 

attended trainings on Trauma Focused Cognitive 

Behavioral Therapy, Trauma Process Outcomes, and 

Play Therapy.  She is a wonderful learner and has a 

passion for the field.  We are so proud to have her 

here at Parent-Child Center. 

Marinela Masters 

by Kristina Scimeca, Crossroads Program Director  

Crossroads has a new resident manager!! Marianela Masters has joined our team. Marianela began working with 

Crossroads on January 11, 2010. Marianela and I have worked together in the past when she was employed as a 

therapeutic foster parent. Marianela worked with severely emotionally disturbed youth as a therapeutic foster parent 

for the last 7 years. Marianela was born and raised in Costa Rica. In Costa Rica she worked with troubled youth for 

many years.  She moved to the U.S. in 1989 at the age of 25. She continued to work with troubled youth and shortly 

after coming to the U.S. earned her A.A. degree in accounting. Marianela also has a background in international 

sales.  Marianela is bilingual which adds a great component to our program.  She is a very detailed and organized 

person who is self motivated and consistent. Marianela has one daughter, Chelsea, who is a junior at Duke 

University. In her spare time Marianela enjoys crafts and gardening.     Welcome aboard!! 

Brittnee Patience 
by David Tkac, Program Director, Child Life  

Brittnee Patience, CCCLS has a Bachelors of Science 

degree in Child Life and is a Certified Child Life 

Specialist; she has recently joined the Child Life 

Program.  Brittnee is currently working with the 

patients and families on the hematology/oncology unit 

and pediatric emergency room.  It is Brittneeôs goal to 

establish a stress free hospital environment for both the 

patients and their families. 
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Case Management at PCC 
by Tracy Speranza,  

Director of Targeted Case Management 

The Case Management staff has been very active in helping keep kids in the community. We 

are very excited about kicking off the summer a little early!! We have started linking clients to 

spring break and summer camp programs throughout Palm Beach County to secure placement. 

These clients will have the opportunity to improve socialization and communication skills 

while having a fun outlet during the summertime. Applications for services can be found in the 

TCM room daily. We have also had many more referrals from the Belle Glade area as the 

resources there are increasingly growing in Belle Glade, Pahokee and South Bay. In West 

Palm Beach we have  teamed up with Palm Tran Connection, who provides PCC clients with a 

wonderful supply of bus passes. Thanks Palm Tran! We are now able to help our clients and 

their families with transportation and in turn, parents are able to secure needed appointments 

and can take advantage of employment opportunities. 

Thanks so much to the TCM team for being strong and devoted advocates for our clients and 

their families! Your hard work is greatly appreciated by all!  Yohaira, Argentina, Shanya, 

Cheryl and Rachel - you are all awesome!! 

CPG Welcomes New HR Director 

by Patricia Bremekamp 

Chief Operations Officer 

 
Please welcome Marty Pearson aboard as the new Human Resources 

Director at CPG.   

 
Marty has a Bachelor of Science degree backing up twenty years of 

Business Management experience.  She has nine years of Human 

Resource experience and is very excited to join the team at 

Community Partnership Group.  
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A Hopscotch by Kids for Kids 

by Diedre Williams, WRBC Beacon Director 

At the request of the West Riviera Elementary VPK teachers, the West Riviera Beacon Center teens drew a hopscotch on 

the sidewalk for the preschoolers.  Hopscotch is a childrenôs hopping game which is often found on playgrounds, 

sidewalks, and in parks.  After outlining the hopscotch on the pavement, the teens painted the drawing in vibrant colors:  

red, yellow, and green.  Then, they used stencils to number each square, example, 1, 2, 3, etc.  The size of the squares is 

just right for the preschoolersô little feet.  In addition to having fun playing the game, the four year old kids can learn the 

numbers and the colors at the same time.  The teens enjoyed this project so much that they are willing to draw a larger 

hopscotch with more squares for the bigger kids at West Riviera Elementary.  (Pictures on next page.) 

Beacon Center  Highlights 
  Bridges Wellness Center 

by Kathy Wall, Bridges System Director  

One vital missing link in the Lake Worth community is 

the lack of a medical home in the proximity of Highland 

Elementary School and the residential community as a 

whole.  Partnering with the Palm Beach Health 

Department, Bridges has 

identified the need to re-

open a ñretiredò community 

health center in the heart of 

Lake Worth.  

Partnering with Housing 

Partnership and Highland 

Elementary School,  Bridges 

and the Palm Beach County 

Health Department are 

working together to reopen 

the F Street site as a full-

service clinic.  There will be 

an adult medical clinic, 

maternity and family 

planning clinics, pediatric 

and immunization clinics, as well as a laboratory.  And, 

with the support of the Health Care District, pharmacy 

services will be provided.  WIC and Health Education 

services will also be available.  Supported by parent 

capacity workshops, nutrition workshops and food 

demonstrations, the site will be used as a comprehensive 

wellness center, named Bridges Wellness Center at the 

Palm Beach County Health Department.  Thanks to 

Palm Health Foundation, we now have a big sign up on 

the Lucerne side of the site 

at 110 North F Street.   

With the cooperation of staff 

at the Health Department, 

Bridges has already hosted 

three parenting workshops, a 

focus group, and a Lake 

Worth Census Outreach 

meeting at the Wellness 

Center.  And coming soon, 

the Bridges Wellness Center 

will have evening and 

Saturday usage of the space. 

We are eager to continue our 

work toward the opening, 

and look forward to updates 

from the Health Department and the City as to the 

construction negotiations.   Big thanks to all the partners 

involved for their continued commitment to the Bridges 

Wellness Center! 



West Riviera Beacon Center Participates in the MLK Jr. Parade 

by Diedre Williams, WRBC Beacon Director 

You can feel the spirit when the city of Riviera Beach 

celebrates Martin Luther King Jr. Day with an 

impressive parade including musical groups, grand 

marshals, honorees, military troops, dignitaries, 

celebrities, pageant beauties, marching bands, and 

splendidly crafted floats.  This year's grand marshal 

was Dan Calloway.  Floats 

carried Senior of the Year 

Earl Davis, Citizen of the 

Year Mary Brabham, Youth 

of the Year Alexander 

Thompson, and a variety of 

groups throughout the city. 

Riviera Beach's annual 

Martin Luther King Jr. 

celebration was held at the 

beginning of January. It concluded with its parade on 

Saturday, January 16th from 11a.m until 2 p.m.  ñHis 

Vision, Our Mission, Making It Realò was the paradeôs 

theme and highlighted Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.ôs 

vision of one America, one world, one race...the 

human race, and illustrates that the real color of unity 

is black, white, brown, red, and yellow. 

This annual Martin Luther King Jr. Parade, as 

expected, captured the attention of thousands of 

observers along its 2.5 mile path beginning on Blue 

Heron Boulevard at Congress Avenue.  The parade 

proceeded east to Avenue H West ending in front of 

City Hall.   

The West Riviera Beacon 

Center participants honored 

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.ôs 

legacy by participating in the 

parade.  Organized by the 

Teens Advisory Council, the 

teens decorated the Beacon 

van.  While making the 

decorations, the youth 

discussed Dr. King and his 

accomplishments.   Of course, along with everyone 

else in attendance at the parade, the teens could see 

that cultural diversity is America's strength and not her 

weakness, and they realized that we all have more 

things in common than we know or think. 
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