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Elected Officials to be Honored at the 2011 “Making Connections” Award Luncheon
For Immediate Release








August 4, 2011
Contact: 
Holly J Stewart, Chair, 561-966-4288 x109 or hstewart@cilo.org
West Palm Beach- The Palm Beach County Business Leadership Network announced some of the nominees to be honored at the annual “Making Connections” Award Luncheon on August 24, 2011 at Northwood University.  The following business and individuals are being recognized for their advocacy efforts of behalf of constituents with disabilities.  
· Educational Advocate of the Year
Karen Brill
· State representative of the Year 

Mark Pafford

· County commissioner of the Year
Shelley Vana

· Florida Senator of the Year 

Maria Sachs
· Business Leader of the Year

Bethesda Healthcare

· On the Job Training Site of the Year
Boynton Beach Mall

· Eric Taylor- Adult Leader of the Year
To be Announced. 
The Award Luncheon is a keystone of the “Making Connections” Conference. National speaker, Anne Hirsch of Job Accommodation Network, will speak on the value and talent that people with disabilities add to the workplace. 
“Recruiting and hiring a diverse workforce isn’t just good practice, it is a financial necessity for our business members,” reports Holly Stewart, Chair of the Palm Beach County Business Leadership Network.  
The “Making Connections Works” Career Event for job seeker with disabilities will also be held August 24, 2011 in the Northwood University Student Life Center. This unique employment fair allows employers and recruiters to meet with qualified candidates with disabilities. A limited number of vendor tables are available for those businesses seeking to expand and diversify their workforce. 
This event is free to employers, recruiters and job seekers due to the generosity of our community partners and the United Way of Palm Beach County.
For more information or to register for these events please see our website http://www.cilo.org/2011MakingConnections or contact Holly J Stewart, Chair at hstewart@cilo.org or (561) 966-4288 x109 for more information.
###

About the Palm Beach County Business Leadership Network

The Business Leadership Network (BLN) is a free, membership network that offers employers resources for recruiting candidates with disabilities, information on disability employment issues, recognition for best disability employment practices, and exposure to untapped markets for goods and services. The primary purpose of the Business Leadership Network (BLN) is to promote the employment of people with disabilities through diversity policies and hiring practices that target candidates with disabilities through education, support and awareness.

