
BETHESDA MEMORIAL HOSPITAL 
COMMUNITY HEALTH NEEDS ASSESSMENT  

PLANNING MEETING MINUTES  
JANUARY 27, 2012 ~ 9:00 AM 

 
                                       

      Bob Broadway, BHS      Michael De Lucca, BRHPC      Patti Kodish, March of Dimes                    

Those in Attendance: 

      Katie Francis, BHS         Regine Kanzki, BRHPC            Alan Egenthal, JCC 

      Gary Nordmark, BHS    Andrea Stephenson, HCSEF   Joan DeVaughn, ARC 

      Roger Kirk, BHS           Julie Graham, HCSEF              Glenn Jergensen, GBBCC 

      Lisa Kronhaus, BHS    Dr. Alina Alonso, PBCHD     Cathy Burns, PBC School District  

 

I. Welcome and Introductions 
 Bob Broadway, Vice President, Corporate Strategy at Bethesda 

Healthcare System, kicked off the meeting with an overview of the 
Community Health Needs Assessment (CHNA) project and role of the 
Advisory Council. 
o The Advisory Council will help guide the process and are asked to 

bring forth issues/ questions for the groups discussion. 
• Introductions occurred among members of the Advisory Council. 
• Regine Kanzki, BRHPC, reviewed the CHNA process and purpose for 

conducting a CHNA. 
o The assessment will include both qualitative and quantitative data 

collected from Focus Groups and local and state databases. 
o A final research report will be developed and the Advisory Council 

will review and prioritize community needs identified. 
• The Advisory Council will meet about every three weeks at BMH to 

review qualitative and quantitative data collected by BRHPC/ HCSEF 
and discussions will be held based on the data presented. 

 
II. Presentation: Palm Beach County Quantitative Data (Part I) 

(Please refer to Presentation Slides for complete analysis of data) 
 The community that will be studied for BMH’s CHNA is Palm Beach 

County. 
 Regine presented the demographic data for Palm Beach County based 

on the 2010 U.S. Census Bureau; Palm Beach data was compared to 
Florida and the United States. 

 Dr. Alonso asked the question regarding breaking down the data by 
census tract?  
• Regine noted that most data is collected by zip code but some 



sources break the data down by census tract (i.e., Florida Charts). 
 

 The demographic data reviewed included:  
o Population breakdown by gender, age, race and ethnicity 
o Housing status  

• Compares rental versus homeownership status which correlates 
with household income levels. 

o Household by type 
• Significant senior and single females (single females with 

children) household types 
o Education  

• Increase in student population in education system  
• Graduation rates dropped in Palm Beach County versus Florida 

in the past two year (2009-2010 vs 2010-2011). 
• Dropouts show a decreasing trend 

o Employment & Income  
• Higher unemployment rate exits in Palm Beach County 
• Education & Health Services Industry represent the largest 

percentage of workers in Palm Beach County. 
• 9.9% of Palm Beach County live at or below the poverty level 

(poverty level was noted to be $22,350 or less for a family of 
four) 

o Public Assistance 
• An increasing trend in the number of food stamp recipients and 

for the monthly cost of food stamps to the county. 
• An increasing trend in the number of Medicaid recipients over 

the past year – more of the population is becoming eligible 
o Health Insurance 

• The number of uninsured in Palm Beach County rates less than 
the number for Florida but higher for the number of uninsured in 
the country. 

• A 2% decrease in the number of uninsured children (0-17 years 
old) - most likely impacted by the Kidcare enrollment associated 
with the increased outreach efforts in Florida 

• Michael De Lucca, BRHPC, asked the question to Dr. Alonso 
regarding the Health Departments participation/ funding of 
Kidcare? 
  Dr. Alonso noted the Health Department works closely with 

Children’s Services  
• BRHPC was unable to locate the Palm Beach County numbers 

for enrollment with Kidcare. 
III. Discussion  
 Dr. Alonso asked that slide 28, Income Below Poverty Level in the Past 

12 months, be brought back to compare against the homeless 
population data. 

 Mr. Roger Kirk, BHS, questioned how the county level data will be used 



to show the health needs in Bethesda Memorial Hospital’s community as 
the county is different in the various areas (i.e., North County versus the 
South part of the county). 
o Per Bob Broadway, the data will need to be studied and narrowed 

down to focus outreach efforts on BMH community concerns. 
 Dr. Alonso noted that the Palm Beach County Health Department’s 

ultimate goal is to take the individual community health needs 
assessments developed by different organizations within the county and 
develop a “master plan” to combat the health needs of the county.  

 The group discussed how language barriers exist in the county and that 
strategies need to be implemented to break the barriers. 

 
IV. Other Business 

• The group was asked to think about additional data they would like to 
see to be able to discuss what BMH can do to help improve the health 
and meet the needs that exist within the community. 

• Any “parking lot” issues should be sent to Katie Francis, BHS, or 
Regine Kanzki so they can be included in the agenda for future 
meetings. 

 
V. Next Meeting Date and Time   

• February 23, 2012, 12:00 pm at BMH in the Dolphin/ Manatee Room  
• Mortality and Morbidity data will be reviewed and discussed 
 

  


