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Bethesda Hospital East, the flag-
ship hospital of Bethesda Health,  
has been recognized by Becker’s Hos-
pital Review for being among the 
top 50 hospitals nationwide with 
the lowest proportion of serious 
medical complication rates for 
patients who leave the hospital. For 
reference, the national average for 
the ratio of serious medical compli-
cations to discharges is 0.61. 
Bethesda Hospital East achieved a 
serious medical complication to 
discharge ratio of 0.33, placing it 
at No. 23 on the list.

“This achievement recognizes 
the outstanding team of dedicated 
physicians and nurses who care for 

For more information, visit www.
beckershospitalreview.com/quality/ 
50-hospitals-with-the-lowest-serious-
complication-rates.html.

T O  L E A R N  M O R E

Bethesda Life is a community magazine of  
Bethesda Health, Inc.
Roger L. Kirk President & CEO
Bob Broadway VP, Corporate Strategy
Lisa L. Kronhaus Director, Public Relations
Cynthia M. Williams Editor

This magazine is not meant to replace professional 
medical advice or service. Copyright © 2014 GLC, 
Northbrook, IL 60062 U.S.A. World rights reserved.

Roger L. Kirk, FACHE  
President & Chief 
Executive Officer
Bethesda Health, Inc.

In light of the tremendous challenges 

facing healthcare today, Bethesda Health 

is committed to building a bright future 

for quality medical care in Palm Beach 

County. Bethesda’s new Center for Grad-

uate Medical Education opened in July, 

and we are honored to welcome the first 

class of internal medicine physicians 

from Florida Atlantic University’s Charles 

E. Schmidt College of Medicine. These 

physicians will be working with our Medi-

cal Staff to gain valuable experience, 

honing clinical and caring skills that have 

been the hallmark of medical excellence 

at Bethesda Health since 1959.

Bethesda Health has had a long-

standing tradition of providing medical 

education that started with our radiogra-

phy program in 1968 and now includes 

the Bethesda College of Health Sciences 

for Registered Nurses; Residency pro-

grams for Pharmacy and Podiatry; and 

third year and fourth year medical stu-

dents. Together with Bethesda’s Medical 

our patients 24 hours a day, 365 
days a year,” said Roger L. Kirk, 
FACHE, president and CEO of 
Bethesda Health. “Bethesda’s com-
mitment to quality and ensuring 
the best outcomes for our patients 
is truly evidenced by this distinc-
tion, giving validity to our mission 
of providing quality health ser-
vices in a caring manner.”

BECKER’S BEST
Bethesda Hospital 
East was ranked  

No. 23 nationally for 
hospitals with the 

lowest serious medi-
cal complications to 

discharges ratio.
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N E W S    N O T E S
Bethesda 
Health has 
partnered with 
CarePayment®, 
a healthcare 
finance com-
pany committed 
to helping  
people manage 
their medical 
expenses. This 
new voluntary 
service pro-
vides an 
extended term 
payment option 
for qualified 
patients.

COMMITMENT TO CARE
Bethesda Health has announced a partnership with Care Logistics® to 

adopt the Hospital Operating System™. The collaboration, entitled  
Commitment-to-Care, advances Bethesda’s focus to deliver exceptional 
care to our patients through a real-time approach, ensuring that patients 
receive the right care at the right time and at the right place. 

“The Care Logistics system combines bold new thinking with central-
ized care coordination and logistics software to drive continuous 
improvement in patient care outcomes, safety and quality,” said Roger L. 
Kirk, FACHE, president and CEO of Bethesda Health.

Care Logistics is the first logistical control system to orchestrate 
patient throughput and care delivery though a combination of logistics 
software, centralized care coordination and hands-on problem-solving 
techniques to dramatically improve communications and care coordina-
tion across all departments and caregivers.

In June, the Healthcare Financial 
Management Association (HFMA) pre-
sented Robert L. “Bob” Broadway, 
FHFMA, with the 2014 Frederic C. 
Morgan Individual Achievement 
Award. A long-time leader of 
HFMA’s Florida Chapter, Broad-
way is the 56th recipient of this 
award, which honors career-long 
contributions to HFMA and to the 
healthcare finance profession.

Broadway has been vice president 
of Corporate Strategy at Bethesda 
Health, Inc., since 1994. A member 
of HFMA since 1978, Broadway has 
served HFMA in many roles in 
both the chapter and national levels. 
In recognition of his service, he 
received the Florida Chapter Presi-
dent’s Award in 2003, and is a past 
recipient of HFMA’s Founders 
Medal of Honor and Bronze, Silver 
and Gold Awards. With more than 

40,000 members, the 
HFMA is the nation’s 
premier member-
ship organization for 
healthcare finance 

leaders. 

Learn more  
at hfma.org.

Staff, these programs will position 

Bethesda to have the highly trained 

physicians and healthcare profession-

als needed to serve our families and 

growing senior population. (Read 

more on pages 6-8.) I invite you to 

join us on our journey to provide 

exceptional patient care for our 

community. 

HIGH HONORS

Robert L. “Bob” 
Broadway, FHFMA

For more information, 
call 561-733-0733 or 
visit the FAQ page at 
www.BethesdaConnect.
com.

are you connected?
Bethesda Health proudly introduces Bethesda Connect,  

a new way to connect to your health information. Bethesda 

Connect is a patient portal, providing patients with timely 

and secure access to their health information from their stay 

at Bethesda Hospital East or Bethesda Hospital West. 

Bethesda Connect gives patients access to a summary of 

their care, including information such as lab results, proce-

dures, treatment plans and discharge medications.

Anyone admitted to Bethesda Hospital East or Bethesda 

Hospital West for inpatient stays, obser-

vation, emergency room visits or 

ambulatory surgery can sign  

up upon registration. Bethesda  

Connect is FREE; all you need is 

Internet access and a photo ID. 
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F E AT UR E |  C A NC E R C A R E

With Carol A. Adami, M.D.
Medical Director,  
Bethesda Women’s Health Center

Bethesda Women’s Health 
Center is proud to intro-
duce a new program to 
identify our high-risk 

patients using a revised family  
history questionnaire and the crite-
ria published by the National 
Comprehensive Cancer Network® 
(NCCN®). Now, at the time of your 
annual mammogram, our staff can 
help determine if you can benefit 
from genetic testing. 

Carol A. Adami, M.D., board 
certified radiologist and medical 
director of Bethesda Women’s 
Health Center, speaks on how 
genetic testing for breast and ovar-
ian cancer can benefit women.

Who needs genetic testing?
Most breast and ovarian cancers 

occur by chance. While only 5 to 

10 percent are attributed to an 
inherited mutation of the BRCA1 
or BRCA2 genes, a woman with the 
inherited gene mutation has up to 
an 87 percent risk for developing 
breast cancer and up to a 44 per-
cent risk for developing ovarian 
cancer in her lifetime. 

Anyone with the following per-
sonal or family history may be a 
candidate for BRCA genetic testing:
 ` Pre-menopausal breast cancer 
(breast cancer before age 50)

 ` Breast and ovarian cancer in the 
same individual

 ` Ovarian cancer at any age
 ` Male breast cancer
 ` Bilateral breast cancer
 ` Known BRCA1 or BRCA2  
mutations in either mother’s or 
father’s side of the family

 ` Ashkenazi Jewish ancestry
 ` Three family members affected  
by either pancreatic, breast or 
ovarian cancer

GENETICALLY
INCLINED

A new program identifies patients  
at risk for inherited gene mutation
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How is gene testing done? 
In addition to traditional genetic 

testing for the BRCA1 or 2 muta-
tion, Bethesda is proud to work 
with Myriad Genetics Laboratory 
to offer a revolutionary new clinical 
genetic testing program for inher-
ited cancer risk called myRisk™ 
Hereditary Cancer. Patients deter-
mined to be at high risk for a gene 
mutation and who choose to con-
tinue with further analysis will 
submit a saliva or blood sample for 
analysis at the Myriad laboratory. 

This new panel test can broadly 
target specific cancer sites to iden-
tify clinically significant mutations 
impacting inherited risks for eight 
important cancers: breast, colorec-
tal, ovarian, endometrial, gastric, 
pancreatic, melanoma and prostate. 
Results are usually available within 
four weeks. A physician referral is 
not necessary.

What is the cost? Is it covered by 
insurance?

The cost of genetic testing can 
vary depending on the type of 
testing needed. Most insurance 
companies, including Medicare, 
cover the cost when specific crite-
ria are met. Myriad will verify 
your insurance coverage before 
running the test and let you know 
the cost. They will only run the 
test if the patient authorizes the 
expense, and will work out a pay-
ment plan when needed.

What can I do if I test positive?
Patients who undergo genetic 

testing will meet with our nurse 
practitioner to review their results, 

SPECIALIZING IN  
EARLY BREAST  
CANCER DETECTION

“This new [myRisk™ Hereditary Cancer] 
panel can broadly target specific cancer 

sites to identify ... inherited risks for eight 
important cancers: breast, colorectal, 

ovarian, endometrial, gastric, pancreatic, 
melanoma and prostate.”

Bethesda Women’s Health Center is 
located at Bethesda Health City, 10301 
Hagen Ranch Road, Suite A-920, Boynton 
Beach. To schedule an appointment, call 
561-374-5700. For more information 
about our services, call 561-374-5300  
or visit MyBethesdaHealth.com.

complete the risk assessment and 
arrange for follow-up care. You can 
also be proactive with your medical 
care and find ways to reduce your 
risk for cancer. Surgical and medi-
cal interventions can reduce the 
risk of breast and ovarian cancer by 
more than 90 percent. Supplemental 
screening tests, such as an annual 
MRI and regular physical exams, 
can detect cancer at an earlier stage 
than routine screening.

What else should I know?
Although only 1 in 400 women 

in the United States carry the 
BRCA mutation, the incidence in 
Ashkenazi Jewish women is 1 in 
40. The gene can be inherited from 
either your mother or your father. 
If one of your parents is a carrier, 
you have a 50 percent chance of 
having the mutation and passing  
it to your offspring.

It is always best to test the per-
son in the family who has been 
affected with cancer, but useful 
information can come from test-
ing non-affected family members 
when appropriate. Our staff is 
here to help you decide what is 
best for you. 

T O  L E A R N  M O R E

Bethesda Women’s Health Center  

provides comprehensive diagnostic 

services for both women and men, 

with state-of-the-art technology and  

a caring, compassionate staff. In 

addition, our Nurse Practitioner is 

available for clinical breast examina-

tions as well as genetic testing and 

cancer risk assessment. To make an 

appointment, call 561-374-5700. Jessica W. McAfee, 
MSN, ARNP, FNP-BC 

CAROL A. ADAMI, M.D.
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COV E R S TORY |  R E SIDE N T PH YSICI A NS

In July 2014, Bethesda Health embarked on a new 
era of medical excellence in Palm Beach County. 
Bethesda Hospital East is proud to be a partner 
of Florida Atlantic University’s Charles E. 

Schmidt College of Medicine Graduate Medical Edu-
cation (GME) Consortium, welcoming an inaugural 
class of 36 internal medicine resident physicians.

As a not-for-profit community hospital, Bethesda  
has established a long-standing tradition of advancing 
medical education in our community. Programs for 
nursing students, radiography technicians, third and 
fourth year medical students and podiatry residents 
have paved the way for the GME program.

“Partnering with FAU’s GME program was the next 
logical step,” explained Bethesda Health President and 
CEO Roger L. Kirk, FACHE. “This milestone marks 
the beginning of our journey to become the most com-
prehensive teaching hospital in our area.”

The Need
With nearly 1 in 4 of Palm Beach County’s residents 

being over the age of 65, the need for more physicians 

in our area is growing. In addition, Florida, a state 
that boasts 6,200 medical school graduates annually, 
only has 3,500 residency-training positions available for 
new physicians. Research shows that medical doctors 
are most likely to stay and practice in the state where 
they have completed their residency training. That 
means that nearly 2,700 physicians are completing their 
residency training, and thus establishing their practices, 
in other states. 

“If we are to meet the future healthcare needs of our 
community, we must attract more quality physicians to 
care for them,” continued Kirk.

The Vision
With 12,000 square feet of newly appointed space, 

Bethesda has laid the foundation for a state-of-the-art 
teaching facility, including classrooms, an auditorium 
with interactive conferencing capabilities, locker rooms, 
a lounge and an outpatient internal medicine clinic. 

By design, the GME program will grow to more 
than 100 resident physicians in the specialties of inter-
nal medicine, obstetrics and gynecology, general 

FUTURE
MEDICINE

OF
building the

Bethesda Health embarks on a new journey with Graduate Medical Education

Over 40% of Florida’s 
medical school gradu-
ates are expected to 

leave the state to com-
plete their residency 

programs. Bethesda’s 
new GME program will 
eventually create resi-
dency opportunities for 

100 new physicians 
every year.

2,700 
leave 

Florida

3,500  
stay in 
Florida

Of the total 6,200 
med school 

graduates in Florida 
each year:
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C O V E R  S T O R Y

R E S I D E N T  P H Y S I C I A N S

surgery and emergency medicine. To accommodate 
these new physicians, Bethesda is planning to build an 
academic tower to house the program at Bethesda Hos-
pital East. The tower will feature amenities such as an 
amphitheater for grand rounds and academic confer-
ences, a high-tech medical library and a surgical 
simulation lab.

“Inspired by the humble beginnings of nationally 
recognized institutions such as Mayo Clinic, Johns 
Hopkins and Cleveland Clinic, we envision building a 

premier GME program to attract 
the best medical talent in the 
country,” added Kirk. 

The Community 
As with other acclaimed 

teaching hospitals, community 
support is vital. The Bethesda 
Hospital Foundation has 
launched a fundraising campaign 
dedicated to establishing a pre-
mier GME program to attract 

prominent medical leaders from around the nation 
and the globe.

“Investing in the GME fund will help bring the 
very best doctors, treatments and research to the 
doorsteps of our families, our friends and our neigh-
bors,” said Bethesda Hospital Foundation Executive 
Director Kay Harvey. 

In addition to building an academic tower, the 
Foundation will fund endowments to attract and 
support skilled academic department chairs and  
full-time faculty.

“Strong physician leadership is key to establishing  
a nationally recognized program,” explained Harvey. 

“We are committed to raising the necessary funds to 
build and support a prominent GME program from 
the start.”

The Journey
“Bethesda Health is proud to be at the forefront of 

bringing a new level of medical excellence to our com-
munity,” said Kirk. “We invite the community to share 
our vision and join us on this new journey.” 

Please use the attached envelope to 
make your donation today. For more 
information on how you can support 
Bethesda’s Graduate Medical Educa-
tion fund and help build the future  
of medicine in our community, call 
561-737-7733, ext. 84445 or visit 
BethesdaHospitalFoundation.org. 
Donations to the Bethesda Hospital 
Foundation stay at Bethesda and your 
gift is 100 percent tax deductible. 

“ Inspired by the 
humble beginnings of 
nationally recognized 
institutions such as Mayo 
Clinic, Johns Hopkins 
and Cleveland Clinic, 
we envision building 
a premier GME 
program to 
attract the best 
medical talent  
in the country.”

ROGER L. KIRK, FACHE
PRESIDENT & CEO
BETHESDA HEALTH

G E T  I N V O LV E D
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F E AT UR E |  C A R DI AC C A R E

Antoinette Latella, 46, was in the process  
of moving into her new home in Boynton 
Beach when her life changed drastically. She 
unexpectedly collapsed on her kitchen floor, 

only to be awakened by her dogs, Opa and Gaia. Believ-
ing she had experienced a seizure, Latella was taken to 
the emergency room at Bethesda Hospital West for tests 
and observation. There, she was placed under the care of 
neurologist Gabriella Gerstle, M.D., and at the recom-
mendation of her internist, Madelaine J. Vilme, M.D., 
she also saw interventional cardiologist Gustavo A. 
Cardenas, M.D. The team of doctors ordered tests to 
determine the cause of her blackouts.

While waiting for the test 
results, Latella collapsed again. 
This time, she woke up to find 
herself in a pool of blood after 
hitting her head when she fell. 
Then, it was under the watchful 
eye of a technician performing 
an electroencephalogram (EEG) 
at Bethesda Hospital West 
that she experienced her 
third episode. The 
equipment recorded 
the event, showing 
that Latella’s heart 
had stopped for 
12.5 seconds. 

T O  L E A R N  M O R E
The Bethesda Center for Advanced 
Imaging at Bethesda Hospital West 
proudly offers specialized imaging 
services for patients with MRI com-
patible pacemakers. Bethesda 
Hospital West is located at 9655  
W. Boynton Beach Blvd. Call  
561-336-7000, ext. 70250 for more 
information. Bethesda Heart Hospital 
is located at 2815 S. Seacrest Blvd.,  
Boynton Beach. To learn more,  
visit www.BethesdaHeart.org or  
call 561-737-7733, ext. 84405.

Pacemaker technology lets patients receive future MRIs 

PACEKEEPING UP THE

Patients using  
MRI-compatible 

pacemakers, like the 
Entovis ProMRI, can 
receive optimal care, 
including MRI scans.

Antoinette Latella 
received an  

MRI-compatible  
pacemaker to regu-
late her heartbeat.

Cardiac electrophysiologist Yoel R. 
Vivas, M.D., was consulted regarding 
Latella’s case. She needed a pacemaker  
to regulate her heart rhythm and was 
immediately transferred to Bethesda 
Heart Hospital for the procedure. Due 
to Latella’s young age, Dr. Vivas recom-
mended the new technology of the 
Entovis ProMRI® pacemaker, one of the 
new technologies of MRI-compatible pace-
makers available at Bethesda. 

Until a few years ago, implanted pacemakers 
were not compatible with magnetic resonance imaging 
(MRI), an important diagnostic tool that uses mag-

netic energy to create images of the body to diagnose 
many diseases and conditions.

“With this pacemaker, doctors can utilize an 
MRI to detect health issues that may otherwise be 
difficult to diagnose,” explains Dr. Vivas. “Pace-
makers like this one are beneficial for young 

patients or patients who are likely to benefit 
from an MRI scan in the future.” 

“I am so pleased with 
the care I received at 

Bethesda Hospital 
West and Bethesda 
Heart Hospital,” 
said Latella. “Until 
this summer, I 
hadn’t been to 
Bethesda since  
my son was born 
21 years ago. I’m 

grateful they saved 
my life.” 
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B E T H E S DA H E A LT H PH YSICI A N GROUP

J. Acey Albert, M.D.

Internal Medicine/Pediatrics

2875 S. Ocean Blvd., Suite 208

Palm Beach, FL 33480

561-588-0411

Aaron B. Deutsch, M.D.

Maternal Fetal Medicine

1325 S. Congress Ave., Suite 109

Boynton Beach, FL 33426

561-364-0200

Michael S. Burke, M.D.

Family Medicine

237 George Bush Blvd.

Delray Beach, FL 33444

561-272-5373

Elana R. Deutsch, M.D.

Obstetrics/Gynecology

10301 Hagen Ranch Rd., Suite B740

Boynton Beach, FL 33437

561-734-0188

Rachel S. Eidelman, M.D.
Cardiology

10301 Hagen Ranch Rd., Suite B5

Boynton Beach, FL 33437

561-244-7720

Matthew J. D’Alessio, M.D.

Surgical Oncology

229 George Bush Blvd.

Delray Beach, FL 33444

561-272-1234

Mariano M. Faresi, M.D.

Colorectal/General Surgery

2800 South Seacrest Blvd., Suite 200

Boynton Beach, FL 33435

561-736-8200

YOUR TEAM FOR GOOD HEALTH
The Bethesda Health Physician Group is here for you.

The Bethesda Health Physician Group is a pre-
mier physician group providing quality care 
for your family. Our team of board certified 
physicians in a range of specialties can pro-

vide the personalized, quality healthcare you expect 
from your community hospital.

For more information about any of the physicians 
listed here, visit BethesdaHealthPhysicianGroup.com, or 
call toll free, 855-257-DOCS (3627).
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Jesus G. Jimenez, M.D. 

General/Vascular Surgery

2800 South Seacrest Blvd., Suite 200

Boynton Beach, FL 33435

561-736-8200

Cari D. Graber, D.O.

Obstetrics/Gynecology

10301 Hagen Ranch Rd., Suite B740

Boynton Beach, FL 33437

561-734-0188

Berry Pierre, D.O.

Internal Medicine

2800 S. Seacrest Blvd., Suite 140

Boynton Beach, FL 33435

561-739-9200

Sonali V. Pandya, M.D.

Breast Surgery

10301 Hagen Ranch Rd., Suite A-940

Boynton Beach, FL 33437

561-736-0070 

Miguel A. Lopez-Viego, M.D.

General/Vascular Surgery

2800 South Seacrest Blvd., Suite 200

Boynton Beach, FL 33435

561-736-8200

Edyta Krzak-Mularczyk, M.D.

Internal Medicine

4953 Le Chalet Blvd., Bay 1, Unit 1

Boynton Beach, FL 33436

561-733-3970

Carl Spirazza, D.O.

Family Medicine

8200 Jog Rd., Suite 102

Boynton Beach, FL 33472

561-734-7400

George L. Mueller, M.D.

General/Vascular Surgery

2800 South Seacrest Blvd., Suite 200

Boynton Beach, FL 33435

561-736-8200

Find a doctor with Bethesda’s FREE 
Physician Referral Service, Monday–
Friday, 8:30 a.m.–4:30 p.m. 
561-737-7733, ext. 84499. Or  
select “Meet our Physicians” at  
www.MyBethesdaHealth.com.

T O  L E A R N  M O R E
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Philanthropy makes exceptional health-

care possible. Without philanthropy, 

Bethesda would not be the state-of- 

the-art healthcare provider you have 

come to know and expect. In fact,  

philanthropy contributes as much as  

50 percent to the hospital’s bottom line 

each year. Gifts from donors have made 

Please consider including 
a donation to Bethesda  
Hospital Foundation in 
your will, trust, annuity, 

retirement plan/IRA or life insur-
ance policy. When you do, we will 
proudly recognize you as a member 
of our Legacy Society.

As a nonprofit community hos-
pital, Bethesda is a hands-on place. We know many of 
our patients personally, and they know us. Many past 
patients are grateful for our personal approach, the 
caring manner of our staff and the fine facilities. These 
former patients and their families would like to honor 
a nurse, doctor or department who made a difference, 
or memorialize a loved one, but don’t have the funds 
now to make as significant a gift as they would like.  

Including Bethesda as a beneficiary of your will, 
trust, annuity, IRA or life insurance policy can help 
you make that wonderful gesture without hurting  
your current standard of living or income. In many 
cases, making the gift is simple: under beneficiary  
designation, write Bethesda Hospital Foundation, Inc., 
2815 S. Seacrest Blvd., Boynton Beach, Florida.

In the case of a will or trust, you have the follow-
ing options:

the programs, centers and initiatives 

mentioned here possible.

Our community deserves to have 

the finest in healthcare available. You, 

your friends, your families and your 

neighbors should feel confident that 

when you require medical care, we’re 

here for you.

Each and every contribution is vital 

to our mission.

Thank you for your support.

❏ Specific Dollar Amount
“I hereby give (or bequeath) to Bethesda Hospital  
Foundation, a nonprofit corporation located at  
2815 S. Seacrest Blvd., Boynton Beach, Florida,  
the sum of $________.”

❏ Percentage
“I hereby give (or bequeath) to Bethesda Hospital  
Foundation, a nonprofit corporation located at  
2815 S. Seacrest Blvd., Boynton Beach, Florida, an 
amount equal to _____ percent of my estate/trust.”

❏ Residual Remains
“I hereby give (or bequeath) to Bethesda Hospital Founda-
tion, a nonprofit corporation located at 2815 S. Seacrest 
Blvd., Boynton Beach, Florida, whatever remains of my 
estate after all specific bequests have been made, and all 
taxes, fees and other costs have been paid.”

You can choose how to designate the way your 
donation will help:

❏ Unrestricted
“It is my preference that the gift benefit the unre-
stricted general charitable purposes (or areas of 
greatest need) of the Bethesda Hospital Foundation.”

FROM THE CHAIRMAN

Mary Morrell Blum
Foundation Chairman

LEGACY OF HEALING
LEAVE A

There are many 
ways to support the 
Bethesda Hospital 

Foundation
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❏ Restricted
“It is my preference that the gift be restricted to 
benefit…”
Choose a restriction: Bethesda Hospital East, Bethesda 
Hospital West, Charity Care for the medically needy, 
Heart Hospital, Emergency Department, Cornell Insti-
tute for Rehabilitation Medicine, Center for Women 
and Children, Continuing Education of Nurses, Center 
for Graduate Medical Education Endowment.

Naming Opportunities
Your gift by will, trust, annuity, IRA or life insur-

ance policy could eventually name a specific room or 
area of the hospital if it reaches these levels:

Bethesda Hospital West:
 ` Main Lobby—$3 million
 ` Family Waiting Area/Terrace—$500,000
 ` Patient Room—$50,000

Bethesda Hospital East:
 ` Center for Graduate Medical Education Residency 
Program—Classroom—$250,000

 ` Center for Graduate Medical Education Residency 
Program—Classroom—$150,000

 ` Heart Hospital Patient Room—$125,000
 ` Nurses Station—$125,000
 ` Pediatric Patient Room—$50,000

Legacy Society
The Bethesda Hospital Foundation Legacy Society 

recognizes the generosity and vision of those who have 
chosen to leave a legacy of care by naming Bethesda a 
beneficiary of a will, trust, retirement plan, annuity or 
life insurance policy. Enrollment in the Legacy Society 
is simply a matter of providing documentation to 
Bethesda of the creation of the legacy gift. Bethesda 
will honor requests for anonymity. 

This article provides general information and is not meant to communicate 
legal or financial advice. For specific application to your situation, please 

consult with your legal or financial advisors.

JEWELS & 
JEANS GALA

This popular event is a fun “dress-down” evening at 

our beautiful Bethesda Hospital West. Come comfort-

able yet glamorous in your “jeans and jewels.” Enjoy 

a gourmet three-course BBQ dinner before dancing 

the night away. Sponsorships for this event start at 

$1,000.

November 8, 2014

Bethesda Hospital 

West

BETHESDA 
PRO-AM GOLF 
TOURNAMENT

This is an exciting and fun day where LPGA and PGA 

greats gather to play with our community members in 

support of Bethesda’s community, non-profit hospitals. 

Co-chaired by LPGA professionals Beth Daniel and 

Meg Mallon, the tournament starts with a brunch 

reception at 9 a.m., followed by a shotgun start at 

11 a.m., and ending with an awards/cocktail reception 

where the pros will participate and mingle with the 

players. Sponsorships for the event start at $1,000.

January 21, 2015

Pine Tree Golf Club

60TH ANNUAL 
BETHESDA 

BALL

We are excited to celebrate the 60th Anniversary of 

the Annual Bethesda Ball. This is one of the oldest 

galas in Palm Beach County, and we are thrilled to 

honor former hospital CEOs Mr. Robert B. Hill and his 

wife, Carrie; and Mr. Russell T. Clayton, and his wife, 

Ginger, as our honorary chairmen. The funds raised at 

the Bethesda Ball support Bethesda’s Centers of 

Excellence. Sponsorships start at $5,000.

March 7, 2015

The Breakers  

Palm Beach

WOMEN’S 
WELLNESS 
LUNCHEON

This informative and entertaining wellness luncheon 

includes a panel of Bethesda’s leading female physi-

cians. Guests are encouraged to bring their most 

pressing health-related questions for the panel to 

address. The luncheon also highlights a keynote  

speaker to enlighten and entertain our guests. Past 

speakers include Jean Chatzsky and Ali Wentworth.  

The event draws over 300 women from our community. 

Sponsorships start at $1,000.

April 14, 2015

The Four Seasons  

Palm Beach

2014-2015 SPECIAL EVENTS

To learn more about these special events and the Bethesda Hospital Founda-
tion, or how you can help support not-for-profit healthcare in your community, 
visit www.BethesdaHospitalFoundation.org or call 561-737-7733, ext. 84445. 

G E T  I N V O LV E D
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The Bethesda Hospital Foundation’s Women  
of Grace Luncheon honors the inspirational 
service of women whose tireless giving and 
work shines among their peers. This annual 

event, which attracts more than 500 guests, benefits 
the Bethesda Center for Women and Children while 
highlighting the extraordinary power of volunteerism 
in our community.

Each year, five Women of Grace honorees are 
selected for their exceptional leadership, outstanding 
commitment to community service and their legacy of 
inspiring others to succeed. The work of the honorees 
enriches many lives through a wide spectrum of volun-
teer efforts, including helping the needy, mentoring 
children, protecting the environment and promoting 

Palm Beach County’s cultural diversity. 
Since its inception, the Women of Grace Luncheon 

has raised more than $1 million for the Bethesda Cen-
ter for Women and Children. The Center provides 
comprehensive healthcare services for families in the 
community, including Maternity, a level III Neonatal 
Intensive Care Unit (NICU), Pediatrics and the Pediat-
ric Intensive Care Unit. 

Beginning with prenatal education, Bethesda’s  
Center for Women and Children supports families 
throughout their pregnancy and delivery, and beyond. 
More than 3,000 babies are born at Bethesda each 
year, and experience the Family-Centered Maternity 
Care that keeps mom and baby together throughout 
their hospital stay. In addition, more than 300 babies 

Barbara Gracey 

Backer’s commit-

ment and 

leadership inspires 

anyone around her. 

She has served on 

the Board of Way-

side House, an addiction recovery facility 

for women by women, over the past 

15 years, as well as chairing a very suc-

cessful Bethesda Hospital Foundation 

Ball. Barbara, her husband, Ron, and 

their children continue to participate in 

countless organizations that benefit 

their community and its residents.

We are pleased to 

announce our 

2014 Women of 

Grace! These five 

honorees are being 

recognized for 

their inspiring 

community 

service:

Laurie Raber  

Gottlieb can  

be found every  

Saturday with the 

Peggy Adams  

Animal Rescue 

League. She has 

volunteered over 9,000 hours to bene-

fit the relationships between people 

and their pets. Since 2001, Laurie 

has been dedicated to and fundraising 

for shelter dogs to help find their for-

ever homes.

Fonda Huizenga 

has been passion-

ately serving 

4KIDS of South 

Florida Foster Care 

Agency for the 

past 10 years.  

She continues to be a champion for 

neglected children and encourages oth-

ers to join her in providing for children 

in need. Fonda speaks frequently at 

community events to share her mission 

of solving the foster care crisis.

PICTURES OF GRACE

Women of Grace luncheon touches lives in the community

GRACE IN ACTION
15th Annual 
Women of 

Grace 
Luncheon

November 12, 
2014

Mar-a-Lago 
Club
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Una James has 

served on the 

CROS Ministries’ 

Board of Directors 

the last 14 years, 

enabling commu-

nity groups of all 

faiths to create solutions for community 

needs. She mentors welfare to work 

programs, is a Guardian ad Litem and 

co-founded the Palm Beach County Food 

Bank. As part of the Palm Beach County 

League of Women Voters, Una travels to 

Tallahassee to promote the issues of  

education and voter registration.

Anne Vegso has 

helped a variety of 

organizations in 

creating safe and 

supportive facili-

ties to enrich the 

lives of disadvan-

taged children and adults. These 

organizations include Casa Vegso, 

AVDA’s transitional housing facility. 

Anne’s hands-on and humble approach 

has enriched the lives of families 

impacted by her involvement.

Please save the date of November 12, 
2014. The luncheon will be held at 
the Mar-a-Lago Club in Palm Beach. 
For sponsorship or other information, 
please contact Stephanie Langlais, 
director of special events & communi-
cations, at (561) 737-7733, ext. 84429 
or Slanglais@BHinc.org.

J O I N  U S

The Mar-a-Lago 
Club is on a site 

considered to be the 
most valuable parcel 

of land anywhere  
in Florida.

receive specialized care in Bethes-
da’s Level III NICU, the highest 
level of care available for prema-
ture and critically ill babies.

One heartwarming example of 
how the Bethesda Center for 
Women and Children is changing 
lives in our community is the story 
of Emily Mya Rivera, born Janu-
ary 20, 2014. Arriving 17 weeks 
early, “Baby Emily” was a micro 
preemie, weighing just 1 pound,  
3 ounces. She was so small that her 
parents, Marilyn Garcia and Jose 
Rivera, said she fit in the palm of 
their hands.

Baby Emily faced many big challenges in the first 
days and weeks of her life. Her weight dropped to  
a frightening 14 ounces before she began gaining 
again. She was so small that her mother’s ring could 
slide up to the top of her arm. Emily was born with  
an open valve in her heart and was on a ventilator for 
more than eight weeks. She also suffered a Grade I 
brain hemorrhage, a common complication of micro 
preemies, requiring 14 blood transfusions for her 
tiny body. 

As time passed, and with the devoted love of her 
parents and the expert care and support of Bethesda’s 

NICU team of physicians, nurses and respiratory  
therapists, Emily started to grow stronger. Slowly,  
with many ups and downs, her medical complications 
lessened. She was removed from the ventilator, the 
bleeding subsided and she gained weight. Finally, on 
May 2, 2014, 102 days after her unexpected arrival, 
Emily Rivera was able to go home with her family.

Just as the Bethesda Center for Women and Chil-
dren touches the lives of our patients, the Woman of 
Grace honorees touch the lives of many in our commu-
nity. Their service and dedication are exemplary of the 
values and strength of our community. 

Marilyn Garcia holds 
“Baby Emily,” who 
went home after 

spending 102 days 
in Bethesda’s NICU.
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7 Tuesday 4:30 p.m.
State-of-the-Art 21st Century Procedures: 
Total Hip and Knee Arthroplasty

Robert B. Zann, M.D. 
Bethesda Hospital 
East

561-731-CARE (2273)
561-731-CARE (2273)
561-731-CARE (2273)

9 Thursday 4:30 p.m.
Diabetes Management in the Primary Care 
Setting

Michael S. Burke, M.D.
Bethesda Hospital 
East

14 Tuesday 4:30 p.m. SuperPATH: The Latest in Hip Replacement Elvis Grandic, M.D.
Bethesda Hospital 
East

21 Tuesday 4 p.m.
Digestive Cancer and  
What You Can Do About It

Matthew J. D’Alessio, M.D.
Bethesda Hospital 
West

22 Wednesday 2 p.m.
Partial and Total Knee Replacement:  
A Less Invasive Approach

Curtis J. Kephart, M.D.
Bethesda Hospital 
West

28 Tuesday 4:30 p.m.
Diagnosing and Treating Peripheral  
Arterial Disease

Jesus G. Jimenez, M.D.
Bethesda Hospital 
West

DATE DAY TIME LECTURE PRESENTER LOCATION RSVP

4 Tuesday 4 p.m.
Shoulder Pain Treatments: From Rotator 
Cuffs to Replacements

Charlton E. Stucken, M.D.
Bethesda Hospital 
West

5 Wednesday 4:30 p.m.
Carotid Artery Surgery and Stroke 
Prevention

Miguel A. Lopez-Viego, M.D.
Bethesda Hospital 
East

6 Thursday 4:30 p.m. SuperPATH: The Latest in Hip Replacement Elvis Grandic, M.D.
Bethesda Hospital 
West

6 Thursday 6:30 p.m. Surgical Weight Reduction Symposium Miguel A. Lopez-Viego, M.D.
Bethesda Hospital 
East

13 Thursday 4:30 p.m.
Hacks, Quacks and Vitamin Packs:  
Finding Your Way in the Land of (Dr.) Oz

J. Acey Albert, M.D.
Bethesda Hospital 
East

3 Wednesday 4:30 p.m. Low Back Pain and Treatment Options William S. Berman, M.D.
Bethesda Hospital 
East

4 Thursday 4:30 p.m.
The Latest Medical Advances to Fight 
Heart Disease

Rodolfo Carrillo, M.D.
Bethesda Hospital 
West

4 Thursday 6:30 p.m. Surgical Weight Reduction Symposium Miguel A. Lopez-Viego, M.D.
Bethesda Hospital 
East

9 Tuesday 4:30 p.m.
Orthosensor: The Latest in Knee 
Replacement

Elvis Grandic, M.D.
Bethesda Hospital 
East

16 Tuesday 2:00 p.m.
A-Fib and Your Heart’s “Electrical” 
System

Daniel S. Goldman, M.D.
Bethesda Hospital 
West

Please call  
561-731-CARE (2273) 

or visit www.
MyBethesdaHealth.com 

to register.  
For more information,  

call 561-737-7733,  
ext. 84405.

ADDRESSES

Bethesda Hospital East 
Clayton Conference Center
2815 S. Seacrest Blvd. 
Boynton Beach

Bethesda Hospital West
Education Classroom
9655 W. Boynton Beach Blvd.
Boynton Beach

COMMUNITY LECTURES


