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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
YOUNG CUBAN ARTIST TO DISPLAY WORKS AT THE ARMORY ART CENTER
(West Palm Beach---)  Rafael Carrillo Alejandro Domenech recently relocated from Havana to West Palm Beach to join his family who exiled in 2007. Within weeks of his arrival Domenech experienced tremendous success amongst local collectors and art enthusiasts.  In celebration of Hispanic Heritage Month, The Armory Art Center will feature his work in a Solo Exhibition, September 10 through October 22, 2010. An Opening Reception will be held September 10, 2010, 6-8pm sponsored by Whole Foods Market.

Domenech began painting when he was 15 years old at the elementary workshop Manero, in Havana City. The ghostly, gray, urban streets of the city served as infinite canvas for an adolescent Rafael who recorded his artistic visions on the walls of public buildings. His works still reflect the backdrop of his adolescence, incorporating graffiti art, wall etchings, wire fences, and traces of revolutionary propaganda among the cityscapes, bringing to our attention the deterioration of the Cuban infrastructure and neglect of its architectural legacy. 

His message, often perceived in Cuba as problematic and negative, is not intended to be ‘political’, rather it conveys the loneliness and emptiness within himself. “People over think the work—make it more difficult. It’s simple and personal…it’s just what I’m feeling”, says Rafael.  To experience what he feels as an artist, Rafael suggests contemplating for one hour about what it would feel like to be the only person left in the world. 
“Supplies were limited and we had nothing to paint on.   We used discarded sheets, bricks found in the street and other construction remnants as our canvas.  The paint we used came from whatever was discarded by construction workers.  I’ve only been here 7 weeks and the response to my work has been wonderful.  I’ve been able to purchase real canvas and supplies at an art supplier store.  America has been so good to me,” said Domenech.  

In 2005, the 17 year old attended the San Alejandro National Academy of Fine Arts where he was recognized and praised for his great achievements in contemporary art, including his participation in the 9th and 10th Biennial of Havana featuring international artists, and the Ars Latina project.  Rafael graduated with high honors as sculptor, painter and draftsman and was accepted at Havana’s prestigious Superior Institute of Fine Arts (ISA) in 2009. 

The Opening Reception is 6-8pm. Admission to the Opening Reception is free for Armory Members and $5 for non-members.  Armory gallery hours are Monday through Friday, 10am – 4pm and Saturday 10 am – 2pm.  Please call 561.832.1776 or visit www.armoryart.org for more information.

The Armory’s mission is to provide high-quality visual art school and art gallery services that stimulate personal self-discovery and generate knowledge and awareness of art as part of life. For more information on the Armory Art Center, or to sign up for classes, visit www.ArmoryArt.org or call (561) 832-1776.
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