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Alzheimer's Population Losing Specialized Care
Alzheimer’s Community Care Urges Call To Action
(West Palm Beach, FL, February 26, 2010)—Alzheimer's Community Care has issued an urgent call to action on behalf of patients and caregivers living with Alzheimer's disease.  On June 30th, 2010, the Alzheimer's Medicaid Waiver is set to expire, taking with it precious funds designated specifically to the Alzheimer's population.  As the Waiver fades, so will the funding for dementia-specific programs it covers such as behavioral management, respite care, wandering alert systems, wandering location programs, caregiver training, and a host of other services.

The Florida Office of Program Policy Analysis and Government Accountability (OPPAGA) claims the Alzheimer's Medicaid Waiver program does not delay nursing home entry any more effectively than the traditional Medicaid program, and that it is not cost effective.
Mary M. Barnes, CEO and President of Alzheimer's Community Care says, "The state of Florida is aggressively moving forward with initiating the process of removing patients and caregivers from the Alzheimer's Medicaid Waiver as soon as March 1st.  From the start, this program has never been given the attention it deserves, and the impact it has had on this vulnerable population in the short time it has been in effect has been positive, significant and, contrary to the February OPPAGA report, measurable.  The Waiver does delay nursing home entry.  It’s the only program that helps caregivers.  This report does not give a fair review of the Alzheimer's Medicaid Waiver, and it is unacceptable to discontinue it without giving it a full hearing on the state level."
Alzheimer's Community Care and other Alzheimer's providers are united in this immediate and growing effort to keep the Alzheimer's Medicaid Waiver alive.  This waiver maintains patients in their homes five times more successfully than other programs.  The University of South Florida’s June 2009 evaluation and report of the Alzheimer’s Medicaid Waiver finds that “ it successfully meets the needs of caregivers, is budget neutral, and it has sustained an unusually strong record of caregiver satisfaction.” The Alzheimer’s Medicaid Waiver is not just for patients, but also for caregivers, as 45% of the services go to the caregiver and 55% to the patient.  Most importantly, as patients lose this Waiver and move to the Aged and Disabled Waiver, they will eventually lose all coverage if the State is under the misconception they are “too expensive to cover.”  The Alzheimer’s Medicaid Waiver has proven otherwise.  

Confirms Mary Barnes, "Florida has the largest population of Alzheimer's patients and caregivers in the country.  We all know the health care system is broken, but this is something that is actually working.  The Alzheimer's Medicaid Waiver fulfills its mission, it costs less than the Diversion Program, and has a 98% satisfaction rate by its consumers over the five years it's been in existence.  If it goes away, it will never be brought back.  There will be an increase in nursing home costs, law enforcement responsibilities and resources will have to stretch further, and we will see a rise in senior abuse, neglect and exploitation.” 
Alzheimer's Community Care is urging all concerned citizens to contact their local and state legislators through letters, phone calls and emails, and tell them to save the Alzheimer’s Medicaid Waiver.  A full listing of legislators and their contact information may be found at www.alzcare.org.
Alzheimer’s Community Care serves as an innovative model of care that advocates for services and resources to promote and provide specialized, compassionate, quality care to Alzheimer’s disease and related disorders patients and caregivers.  The organization’s strategic principle is “We place a safety net around patients and caregivers every day.”  Alzheimer’s Community Care is a United Way agency. 
For more information, call (561) 683-2700 or visit www.alzcare.org.
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