
Angel Tree, which showcased 

decorated angels representing 

the generous supporters who 

have helped Palm Beach County 

families over the past year.  

Adopt-A-Family children from 

Project Grow gave a rousing 

performance of holiday carols 

and visited with guests to 

distribute handmade thank you 

cards.    

In celebration of the Silver 

Anniversary, nearly all of the 

former chairmen of the event 

returned to serve as co-

chairmen. They included Maria 

Barnes, Lori Corrigan, Heather 

Ferguson, Julie Gambale, Beth 

Hennessy, Ruth Hennessy, 

Vanessa Henry, Roger Jorn, 

Wendy Labbett, Paula Michel, 

Debra Parr, Kathy Peterson, 

Lynn Surovek, Lisa Swift and 

Alice Tarone.  Thank you all!!! 

December 1, 2009 -  Adopt-A-

Family of the Palm Beaches rang 

in the Silver Anniversary Tree 

Lighting Celebration at the 

Sailfish Club in Palm Beach with 

over 200 people in attendance.  

The Tree Lighting Celebration is 

the agencyõs largest fundraiser 

and this year raised over 

$350,000.  All proceeds from the 

event assist in serving families in 

need in Palm Beach county.  It 

was twenty-six years ago that 

Adopt-A-Family helped its first 

family, and last year assisted  

3,152 Palm Beach County 

families through its various 

programs.   

Mrs. Florence A. De George 

served as Honorary Chairman, 

and the evening was dedicated to 

the memory of her late husband, 

Lawrence, and their long-time 

support of the organization.  The 

event began with The Kingõs 

Academy Choir welcoming 

guests with holiday songs as they 

arrived.   Guests greeted one 

another during the cocktail 

reception and had the 

opportunity to bid on a beautiful 

silent auction featuring one of 

the areaõs largest selections of 

live orchids and holiday gifts.  

Guests enjoyed a gourmet 

dinner, followed by a non-

traditional live auction featuring 

an appeal to support the agencyõs 

ability to provide ongoing 

services. 

One of the highlights of the 

evening was the lighting of the 

Project Grow children sang 

holiday carols for the guests  
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Adopt-A-Family is a 501 (c)

(3) not-for-profit, charitable 

organization established in 
1983 dedicated to restoring 
families in crisis to stability 

and self-sufficiency by 
providing access to all 
encompassing services for 

families and their children.  

25th Silver Anniversary Tree Lighting Committee  

Guests were given handmade 

thank you cards from the 

Project Grow children  



 

and Alice Tarone  

P A G E  2  

CEO 

Wendy Tippett, 

MNM,GPC  

Wendyõs Wrap Up... 

òHi, my name is MARY and I am 

going to explain what I enjoy 

about Project Grow.  First, what 

I enjoy about Project Grow is 

that I get to have an awesome 

teacher that teaches me a lot of 

cool stuff.  Second, of what I 

enjoy about Project Grow is 

that I GET to see my best 

friends.  Third of all I enjoy being 

at Project Grow because I feel 

safe.  I like that I am supervised 

by the teachers in case I get hurt 

because they will be like my 

doctor and take care of me.  I 

would rather be in Project 

Grow than 

anywhere else!  

Thank you!ó 

ñññ- 

òHi, my name is 

Erlande and today 

Iõm talking about my 

afterschool 

program called Adopt-A-Family 

and what they do for the people 

that need their help.  They 

provide the parents with a place 

to leave their kids after school 

when they go to work and itõs 

called Project Grow.  The kids 

have fun here with their peers 

and their teachers.  They also 

help provide us with tutors that 

help us with reading, science, 

and of course math.  Then there 

are people from AmeriCorps 

that read books with kids and 

help us with our homework too.  

The staff here are great and help 

us of course.  My favorite part of 

Project Grow is the field trips in 

the summer, the spring and 

winter breaks when we get off 

from school and get to come to 

Project Grow.  Adopt-A-Family 

provides people in the area with 

food stamps, homes, aftercare 

and more.  Adopt-A-Family has 

made a bigger play area for the 

kids of Project Grow and 

everything outside here is always 

a joy to us.  If you need 

something always come here 

first.  This place right here 

changed me a lot.  Iõve learned 

manners, how to let the little 

things go and how to worry 

about me and to just be me all 

the time and to keep it cool.  

THANK YOU!ó 

Tree Lighting Preview Party 
for the silent auction were 

donated during the event and 

the food and holiday décor 

were outstanding...   

Thank you to all who donated 

gifts, and thanks so much 

to Wendy and Derek for 

such a great evening! 

November 17, 2009 -

Approximately 100 guests 

enjoyed the hospitality of 

Wendy and Derek Labbett 

during the 25th Silver 

Anniversary Tree Lighting 

Preview Party at their Palm 

Beach home.  Numerous gifts 

A D O P T - A - F A M I L Y  

Hosts  

Wendy and 

Derek 

Labbett  

Edward 

and Ruth 

Hennessey 

Carolyn Haggerty, Jen Dudnyk and 

Debra Parr  

Carol 

Nolan  

and  

Alice 

Tarone  

During this yearõs Spaghetti Bistro Dinner, two of our Project Grow children spoke about their 

experience with Adopt-A-Family and Project Grow.  Rather than bore you with facts and 

figures, I thought you would much prefer to hear it from them ñ

straight from the heart.  I couldnõt say it any better than this! 

Erlande and Mary  



Annual Meeting 
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November 12, 2009 - Energetic 

supporters attended the 26th 

Annual Meeting held at The Terry 

Bozarth Family Resource Center.  

They were serenaded with holiday 

carols by Project Grow children, 

feted with food by our very own in-

house òchefs 

extraordinaireó 

and treated to 

an emotional 

program 

featuring various 

awards and a 

personal success 

story! (below)  

Viola Scott 

received a 5-Year staff 

award, Wendy Labbett 

received the Crystal 

Castor Volunteer 

Award, Matt 

Constantine received 

the Presidentõs Award and Corey 

OõGorman received the Wiley 

Reynolds Foundersõ Award. 

John Marasco introduced John 

Castronuovo as the incoming 

President. Guests were able to 

select childrenõs names and wish 

lists off the holiday tree for Santa 

Shoppe. 

-Familyõs Project SAFE, a permanent 

housing program for homeless families, 

and Joann immediately began to take 

action.  Her first job was an $8 an hour 

position at a child care facility. During 

this time, her two youngest children, 

Jailene and Charlene, attended Project 

Grow while Albert 

attended Lake Worth High 

School. Joann continued to 

seek other job 

opportunities and in 2008 

she was hired by the U.S. 

Post Office. This position 

allowed her to transition to 

the Service Enriched 

Housing Program where 

she aggressively began 

working on her credit 

issues and saving money 

towards a deposit on a home. 

Her relentless determination 

placed her in a position to 

purchase a single family home 

in West Palm Beach last year.  

When asked how she did it, 

Joann stated that she òtook advantage of 

every opportunity that Adopt-A-Family 

offered and never took her eye off of her 

goal.ó This success story demonstrates 

the power of team work. Joann and her 

children worked with many of the staff of 

the agency and truly became a part of 

our family. Congratulations Joann, and 

thank you for teaching us valuable 

lessons about reaching oneõs potential. 

Those who attended the Annual Meeting 

and the Marsh Mambo were treated to a 

special presentation given by Joann 

Arroyo, a former resident and client of 

Adopt-A-Family.  At the Annual Meeting 

Joann shared the details surrounding her 

journey from homelessness to home 

ownership. 

Joann and her three children became 

homeless in 2006 and entered an 

emergency shelter in Boynton Beach.  

She and the family then entered Adopt-A

Success StoryñJoann  

Wendy 

Tippett  

and  

Corey 

OõGorman 

Wendy Tippett, 

Crystal Castor and 

Wendy Labbett  

John Marasco, Matt 

Constantine and 

Wendy Tippett  

Joann brought the crowd to 

their feet with her story!  

Joann 

Marsh Mambo  

Co-Chairs Kitty, 

Brooke and Angela 

congratulate Joann 

after hearing her 

story  

Guests selecting  

childrenõs names 
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Santa  

brings  

smiles  

during  

Santa 

Shoppe   

Santa Shoppe Sizzles! 
December 12, 2009 - Over 

300 children were delighted 

this year to see Santa 

cruising up the driveway on 

his Harley, surrounded by 

his helpful Harley elves! 

The children shopped for 

family members, got their 

presents wrapped, sat on 

Santaõs lap and had their 

pictures taken. They had 

their faces painted, ate 

breakfast, and made crafts 

to take home with them. 

Even the 

adults got 

into the 

act and 

had their 

pictures 

taken 

with 

Santa! 

Andñlike Santaõs elvesñweõre already getting geared 

up for next year!  So if youõd like to participate in this 

coming Decemberõs Santa Shoppe, keep a look out 

for a kick-off Santa Shoppe mailing in July.  

Thank you to all of 

the volunteers who 

made Santaõs 

Shoppe possibleñ

we couldnõt do it 

without you!!! 

A D O P T - A - F A M I L Y  

Christmas in July! 
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December 22, 2009  - Football 

fever came to Adopt-A-Family 

in the form of several Miami 

Dolphin players and 

cheerleaders. They signed 

autographs, gave out t-shirts, 

played games, threw the 

football, and helped 

serve hotdogs and 

hamburgers to almost 

400 people. 

Staff members helped 

coordinate the game activities, 

face painting, food and musicñ

even joining in on the dancing 

by leading a conga line through 

the food area set up on the 

parking lot! 

S P R I N G  2 0 1 0  

For 26 years, Adopt-A-Family has 

served at-risk families  

right here in Palm Beach County by 

giving them the tools they need to 

become self-sufficient. 

 

Gifts for our agencyõs 2009 Holiday 

Adopter Program  enabled us to 

assist 189 families, consisting of 

698 individuals.   

These are families that could not 

otherwise have afforded to provide 

holiday gifts and special food for 

their loved ones.   

Thank you to all who participated 

in making this possible! 

Holiday Appeal Helps Families 

Wishing foré 

A Safe and  

Happy Home... 

Miami Dolphins Deliver 


