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Income in South Florida continues to decline …

… while the cost of
consumer goods
rises each year …

… yet a key indicator
shows the economy
strengthening.
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Did you get a raise last
year? No? How about the
year before that? Or the year
before that?

Didn’t think so.
Don’t feel lonely.Fewofus

are seeing our incomes in-
crease, even after five years
of recovery from the Great
Recession, according to eco-
nomic data released Thurs-
day by the U.S. Census Bu-
reau.

Themedianhousehold in-
come inSouthFlorida fell 5.8
percent in five years, thedata
show. Pay here ranked al-
most last among the 25 larg-
est metro areas at $46,946 in
2013. OnlyTampawas lower:
$45,880.

Granted, income has fall-
en in all 25 metro areas ex-
cept Pittsburgh, but only six
have fallen faster than
Broward, Palm Beach and
Miami-Dade counties.

Thenewscontrasts sharp-
ly with almost daily reports
about the strength of the lo-
cal economy. Unemploy-

menthas fallen from10.7per-
cent in 2009 to6.2 percent in
July. The value of goods and
servicesproducedhasgrown
for four straight years.

And yet, the amount we
spend on food, clothing and
othernecessities keeps going
up, eating away at that dwin-
dling paycheck likeGiantAf-
ricanLandSnails on a stucco
house.

Households in all three
South Florida counties have
lost ground. Miami-Dade’s
median household income

South Florida incomes still declining as
economic recovery grinds on, new data show

By Donna
Gehrke-White
and Ron Hurtibise
Staff writers
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Final exams will be given to Broward
County students this school year in most
every subject and in every grade — even
kindergarten.

The new end-of-course tests are needed
to meet the demands of Florida’s contro-
versial 2011 teacher merit pay law, which
requires student test data to be used in
public school teachers’ evaluations.

Theabundanceofnewtests—upto1,500
in Broward, according to Superintendent
Robert Runcie — has rankledmany parents
and school officials.

“We’re spending a whole bunch of time
figuringouthowto test kidsversus trying to
educate themproperly,” Runcie said.

AddedSchoolBoardmemberRobinBar-
tleman: “I don’t need to know howwell my

See SCHOOLS, 8A

More
testing
coming
Mandatory student exams
to help evaluate teachers
By Scott Travis and Leslie Postal
Staff writers

Go green and save green during Florida’s
first-ever tax holiday for Energy Star and
WaterSense products, Friday through Sun-
day.

In Broward and Palm Beach counties,
consumers can pocket 6 percent sales tax
and score extra savings during retail sales
on appliances like refrigerators, washers
and dryers and water-conserving products
like toilets, faucets and shower heads.

The tax exemption applies to the first
$1,500 of select products. For items on the
state’s list costingmore than $500, only one
of each item may be purchased tax-free,
according to theDepartment of Revenue.

For example: Assuming you purchase a
refrigerator for $2,000, the tax savings

See TAX, 8A

Save on water
and energy with
sales tax holiday
By Doreen Christensen
Staff writer

Do the math
Use our calculator to see how much you’ll
save during Florida’s tax holiday, at
SunSentinel.com/Calculate

WASHINGTON—Phi-
lanthropists and glitterati
will roll out the pink carpet
forDebbieWasserman
Schultz at theKennedy
CenterThursday night to
honor her personal struggle
and legislativework to
overcomebreast cancer.

The SouthFlorida con-
gresswoman,whounder-
went sevenmajor surgeries
six years ago to rid herself
of cancer, said she felt a
rush of emotions about
receiving theBetty Ford
LifetimeAchievement
Award ofDistinction from
the SusanG.Komenbreast-
cancer foundation.

As a young girl,Wasser-
man Schultz, now47, had
been inspired by the former
first lady’s trailblazing
efforts tomake the public
more aware of the need for
early detection and treat-
ment.

“I rememberwhenBetty
Ford shared publicly that
she had breast cancer,” said

See AWARD, 8A

Wasserman
Schultz gets
award for
cancer fight

ByWilliam E. Gibson
Washington Bureau

Honor inspired by
trailblazer Betty Ford

Debbie Wasserman Schultz

Ukraine president
planning trip to US
Visit to seek economic
andmilitary aid to combat
Russian-backed rebels. 2A

House OKs arming
Syrian opposition
Lawmakers support plan
to arm rebels in fight
against Islamic State. 3A

Libya slips ever closer
to all-out civil war
Rivalmilitias carve up
territory as violence esca-
lates and refugees flee. 7A

YOUR NATION,
YOUR WORLD

Choreography
shines in ballet

series gracing
Broward

Center
stage.

8D

Leaping
for joy

Go!

Vol. 55, No. 146 » Copyright 2014
All rights reserved

For home delivery, call 1-800-548-NEWS

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 18, 2014 BROWARD COUNTY EDITION » $1.50

We reachmore than 2million people every week with the combined resources of:

SunSentinel.com

Our Highest Prices Paid

GOLD · DIAMONDS · JEWELRY · WATCHES

888 EAST LAS OLAS BOULEVARD, FORT LAUDERDALE • 954 462 8880 • VALET PARKING AVAILABLE • LEVINSONJEWELERS.COM

presented by:

foster a pet

beach cleanup

COMMUNITY AFFAIRS PUBLICATION OF SUN SENTINEL FEATURING
BROWARD COUNTY’S NONPROFIT SCENE | SEPT. 18, 2014

Volunteer
Guide

teach someone
to read

mentor a child

help find a cure

feed the hungry

SO
C

IET
Y

B
R

O
W

A
R

D
•

B
R

SpecialM
arketing

Section
Sun

Sentinel
T

hursday,Septem
ber18,2014

SO
C

IET
Y

B
R

O
W

A
R

D
27

Volunteer O P P O R T U N I T I E S
JACK & JILL CHILDREN’S CENTER
www.jackandjillcenter.org; 954-463-8772
treed@jackandjillcenter.org
Jack & Jill Children’s Center’s mission is to
break the cycle of poverty for low-income
working families by providing quality early
childhood education, family intervention and
support. Classroom mentor needed to spend
time in the classroom on different projects.
Tutoring mentor needed to work with children
ages 3-5. Volunteer opportunities also available
in food and clothing bank. Mon.-Fri. from 9
a.m. to noon or 3 to 5 p.m.

LEADERSHIP BROWARD FOUNDATION
www.turkeytrotftl.com
Leadership Broward Foundation Inc. (LBF)
is Broward’s County’s premier leadership
development training organization with a 33-
year history of preparing and connecting leaders
from the business and civic communities to
strengthen Florida’s future.

VOICES FOR CHILDREN OF BROWARD
COUNTY AND THE GUARDIAN AD LITEM
(GAL) PROGRAM
www.voicesbroward.org
erica@voicesbroward.org
Voices for Children of Broward County is part
of a unique collaboration with the 17th Judicial
Circuit GAL Program raising awareness to
ensure that abused, neglected and abandoned
children in Broward County have a court-
appointed GAL and support to fulfill a child’s
needs. A GAL is a trained, court-appointed
volunteer who serves as the voice for abused
and neglected children in dependency court.
GAL’s work alongside program staff and service
providers, helping the child navigate the foster/
relative care system.

RELAY FOR LIFE OF CORAL SPRINGS
wwww.relayforlife.org/coralspringsfl
jennifer.degruccio@cancer.org
The American Cancer Society is dedicated
to preventing and eliminating cancer through
research, education, advocacy and service.
Volunteers needed to be part of Plannning
Committee to organize the event and also
needed on the day of the event.

NATIONALWEEK OF THE OCEAN INC.
national-week-of-the-ocean.org; 954-462-5573
nwoto@att.net
Mission is to help preserve the ocean for
future generations through National Week of
the Ocean, local Marine Science Fair, Festival
Sea-son and Community Awards. Looking
for volunteers who enjoy special events, with
opportunties ranging from marketing to hands-
on experience. Those who prefer working
outdoors are referred to community partners
with environmental projects.

HANDY
www.HANDYinc.org; 954-522-2911
ebryant@handyinc.org
HANDY’s mission is to embrace, educate and
empower vulnerable youth to become engaged,
productive adults. Since 1985, HANDY has
met the needs of more than 50,000 Broward
County youth in foster and relative/non-
relative care, serving more than 1,200 youth
annually. Volunteers needed to serve on special
events committee to help plan and execute
events as well as recruit sponsors and auction
prizes. HANDY’s young professionals “Next
Generation” plan and attend social events and
spend quality time with HANDY kids and as
mentors.

HISTORIC STRANAHAN HOUSE MUSEUM
www.stranahanhouse.org; 954-524-4736
volunteers@stranahanhouse.org
Stranahan House provides educational programs
and special events that tell the story of Fort
Lauderdale through the lives of the founding
family. The museum preserves, interprets
and promotes the past to further the social,
cultural and historic viability of the community.
Opportunities include providing tours, special
events, educational programs, gift shop sales,
outreach, office help, and special projects.
The museum is open 7 days a week with
opportunities available for high school and
retirees with a variety of schedules and skills.

RONALD MCDONALD HOUSE CHARITIES
OF SOUTH FLORIDA
www.rmhcsouthflorida.org; 954-828-1822
Sara@rmhcsouthflorida.org
The mission of Ronald McDonald House

Charities (RMHC) is to create, find and support
programs that directly improve the health and
well being of children in South Florida. “Home
for the Holidays” will take place Dec. 6 from
6 to 9 p.m.; volunteers needed in the weeks
leading up to the event and on the day of the
event for house preparations, repairs, organizing,
decorating, tours and event help. “American Girl
Fashion Show” Oct. 12 from 10 a.m.-5 p.m.;
volunteers needed day of event.

THE SALVATION ARMY
www.SalvationArmyFlorida.org/FortLauderdale
954-712-2435
alyse_gossman@uss.salvationarmy.org
The Salvation Army’s mission is to meet human
needs without discrimination by providing
shelter to homeless individuals and families, as
well as numerous programs to the community
at large. This includes emergency rent, utilities
and food assistance. Volunteer opportunties
include pantry helper, kitchen assistant,
emergency disaster worker, angel tree attendant
and babysitting. For more information, contact
volunteer coordinator Alyse Gossman.

ARC BROWARD
www.arcbrowarderecycling.com; 954-577-4160
ssanchez@arcbroward.com
ARC Broward’s mission-based enterprise ARC
Broward Electronics Recycling Services keeps
end-of-life computers, cell phones, and other
electronics from being dumped into landfills
while providing employment opportunities to
individuals with developmental disabilities.
High school students and businesses needed to
administer e-recycling drives to collect unused
and old electronics. On-site volunteer events for
groups also available.

A PROM TO REMEMBER
www.aPromToRemember.org; 877-385-7766
info@aPromToRemember.org
Mission is to give hope, strength and inspiration
to teens affected by cancer by providing the
ultimate prom experience. Seeking volunteers to
join and participate in fundraising/special events
committee. Also seeking qualified individuals to
serve on local and national board of directors.
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